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Form 990 Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax | _oveno 15450047

Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code {except private foundations) 2@ 1 6

Department of the Treasury » Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. Open to P.Ub"C

Internal Revenue Service » Information about Form 990 and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection

A For the 2016 calendar year, or tax year beginning January 1 , 2016, and ending December 31 »20 16

B Check if applicable JC Name of organizaton THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE D Employer identification number

[J address change Doing business as 81-0369262

[:] Name change Number and street (or P O box if mail 1s not delivered to street address) Room/suite E Telephone number

O intial return P.O. Box 355 406-443-7027

D Final retum/terminated]  City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code

[ Amended return Helena, MT 59624 G Gross receipts $ 6,820,626

O Application pending | F Name and address of principal officer  George S. Olsen, President Hia) Is this a group return for subordmates? ] Yes No
H(b) Are all subordinates included? D Yes D No

1 Tax-exempt status 501()(3) [ s01(9) ( ) « gnsert no ) [ 4947@1yor [} 527 If “No,” attach a ist (see instructions)

J Website: > www.mtlandreliance.org H(c) Group exemption number »

K Form of organization Corporation D Trust D Association D Other » I L Year of formation 1978 | M State of legal domicile MT

Summary

1  Briefly describe the organization’s misston or most significant activittes: The mission of MLR is to partner with landowners
§ to provide permanent protection for private lands that are significant for agricultural production, forest resources, fish and
e wildlife habitat, and open space.
§ 2  Check this box »[]if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.
& | 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part Vi, line 1a) . 3 12
: 4  Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b) 4 12
2| 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2016 (Part V, line 2a) 5 29
E 6  Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) e e e e e e 6 0
2| 7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIll,_colu “red2 . . . . . . . . 7a 0
b Net unrelated business taxable income fmrﬁiﬁ{é‘;ﬁ'g\glo =-fine 34_\ e .. L. 7b 0
S \0)) Prior Year . Current Year
9 8 Contrnbutions and grants (Part VIII} Ilne 1h) . 7 Zm O, e 3,201,289 6,795,531
£ 9  Program service revenue (Part VIII, Ilne 29)\\0 @ ‘& .o 47 152
E 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A) lines 3, 4,.and- 7d - .. 14,311 23,847
11 Other revenue (Part VIil, column ( A) inés 5)% 80 c{ 16_);_§’3rlg__1,1e) . (10,428) (71,751)
12  Total revenue—add lines 8 through 1\1 (must_equal -Part VI, column (A}, line 12) 3,205,219 6,811,779
13  Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines1-3) . . . . . 1,312,809 153,450
14  Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) Co 0 0
2 15  Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A}, ines 5—1 0) 1,047,430 1,173,429
2 | 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), ne11e) . . . . . . 0 0
§- b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) » [
W 147  Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), limes 11a-11d, 11f-24¢}) . . . . 863,480 5,402,811
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 {must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) . 3,223,719 6,729,690
19 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 fromline12 . . . . . . . . (18,500) 82,089
5 § Beginning of Current Year End of Year
%g 20 Total assets (Part X, ne16) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,529,418 2,635,548 |
EE 21 Total liabilities (Part X, line26) . . . . .o - 54,820 78,861
Zi) 22 Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from Ilne 20 s 2,474,598 2,556,687

E

Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is
true, correct, and compl Declaration of preparv /\bert}'nan officer) 1s based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge

Sign Slgna!ure of officer Date

Here } Gpo\'—qq SO'SQV\ Pwr«%fdew‘\' IO‘/‘3”I_'

Type or pnnt name & and trtle

Pai d Pnnt/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date Check D i PTIN
Preparer self-employed
Use Only | Fim's name  » Firm's EIN_»
Firm's address » Phone no
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) . . . . - . . . . . . OYes[ONo
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Cat No 11282Y Form 990 (2016)
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Form 990 (2016) * Page 2
I  Statement of Program Service Accomplishments

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any linein thisPartitl . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Briefly describe the organization’s mission:
The mission of MLR is to partner with landowners to provide permanent protection for private lands that are significant for

agricultural production, forest resources, fish and wildlife habitat, and open space.

Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the

prior Form9900r990-EZ? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o .« . .+ .« . o < QOYes No
If “Yes,” describe these new services on Schedule O. :

Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how 1t conducts, any program

services? . . . . . . . . . . . . .+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... DQOYes ¥No
If “Yes,” describe these changes on Schedule O.

Describe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by

expenses. Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others,
the total expenses, and revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

4a

Land Projects:
MLR worked with numerous landowners in 2016 to permanently protect their private lands for continued agricultural production, open

space, and natural habitat. Fourteen of these landowners donated or sold conservation easements to MLR that protected over

32,259 acres, including additional acreage in the Greater Yellowstone and Northern Continental Divide ecosystems bordering
Yellowstone and Glacier national parks. Nearly 43 miles of river/stream frontage on some of Montana's blue ribbon trout fisheries

were protected in perpetuity. Over 85% of the easements completed in 2015 were adjacent to or within 5 miles of

properties already protected by conservation easements. MLR is near that 1,000,000 acres of land protected with 990,323 acres
of agriculturall/recreational lands in Montana currently under easement. That acreage includes 162,023 acres of crop/hap/pasture
lands; 828,023 acres of forest/range lands; 1,675 miles of river/stream frontage; 546,743 acres of prime elk habitat; and 10,070
acres of wetlands.

See Schedule O for a complete hst of projects and related expenses.

4b

and every property on which MLR holds a conservation easement. This monitoring includes a visit to the subject property and
discussions with the landowners and managers. The stewardship staff also works with_existing easement holders to supply natural
resource information and contacts for the landowner to improve their land holdings for conservation purposes Stewardship staff
also works with legal counsel in regard to any potential issues that arise regarding interpretation or enforcement of conservation
easements held by MLR. For a list of stewardship and monitoring related expenditures, please see Schedule O.

MLR granted $153,450 to the Montana Land Reliance Foundation, Inc., to be invested into the Land Protection Fund to cover
stewardship and monitoring expenditures.

4c

Education and Outreach Activities:

MLR staff travel across the state of Montana conducting meetings with potential clients, county planning boards, county
commissioners, various agricultural groups/organizations, and other community groups to provide answers to their questions

and to conduct general educational activities focused on the benefits of land conservation and conservation easements. For these
outreach activities, MLR publishes various educational brochures and an annual report to provide information and enhance the
transparency of its public interest activities. Additionally, staff participate with numerous conservation groups to educate the
general public about the land trust community's conservation efforts. For a complete list of expenditures related to MLR's outreach
and education activities, please see Schedule O.

4d

Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.)
(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4e

Total program service expenses P 6,133,514

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) * Page 3
[EEZEY  Checklist of Required Schedules
Yes | No
1 Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If “Yes,”
complete Schedule A . .o 1]y
2 Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors (see instructions)? 2|V
3 Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to
candidates for public office? If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part| . . 3 v
4  Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501 (h)
election in effect during the tax year? If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part Il . e e 4 |V
5 Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-197 If “Yes,” complete Schedule C,
Part il . . 5 v
6 Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors
have the right to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? /f
“Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part | . e e e e . .o 6 v
7  Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space,
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part Il 71V
8 Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? If “Yes,”
complete Schedule D, Part Ili . - e e 8 v
9 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a
custodian for amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or
debt negotiation services? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IV . . .. 9 v
10 Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets In temporarlly restrrcted
endowments, permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part V 10| v
11 If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions 1s “Yes,” then complete Schedule D, Parts Vi,
ViI, VI, IX, or X as applicable.
a Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? If “Yes,”
complete Schedule D, Part VI P e . . . 11al v
b Dud the orgamization report an amount for investments—other securities in Part X, llne 12 that is 5% or more
of its total assets reported in Part X, line 167 If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VIl . 11b v
¢ Did the organization report an amount for investments— program related in Part X, line 13 that i1s 5% or more
of its total assets reported in Part X, line 167 If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part Vill . . 11c v
d Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that 1s 5% or more of its total assets
reported in Part X, line 16? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IX e e 11d v
e Did the organization report an amount for other hiabilities in Part X, line 25? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part X 11e| v
f Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses
the organization’s hiability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part X 11f v
12a Did the organization obtain separate, iIndependent audited financial statements for the tax year? If “Yes,” complete
Schedule D, Parts Xl and Xl 12a v
b Was the organization included in consohdated mdependent audrted fmancral statements for the tax year? If
“Yes,” and if the organization answered “No” to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts X!/ and Xil is optional |42p| v
13 Is the organization a school described in section 170{(b)(1)(A))? If “Yes,” complete Schedule E 13 v
14 a Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? - 14a v
b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmakrng,
fundraising, business, investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate
foreign investments valued at $100,000 or more? /f “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts | and IV. 14b v
15  Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A}, ine 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or
for any foreign organization? If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts Il and IV . A 15 v
16  Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other
assistance to or for foreign individuals? If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts /Il and IV. - 16 v
17  Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on
Part IX, column (A), lines 6 and 11e? If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part | (see instructions) 17 v
18  Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on
Part VI, lines 1c and 8a? If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part Il . 18| v
19  Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII I|ne 9a’7
If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part Ill 19 v

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) * Page 4
[EY  Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)
Yes | No
20 a Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If “Yes,” complete Schedule H . 20a v
b If “Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? 20b
21  Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or
domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1? If “Yes,” complete Schedule |, Parts I and Il . 21| v
22  Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on
Part IX, column (A), ine 27 If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts | and Il e e 22 v
23 Did the organization answer “Yes” to Part VI, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the
organization’s current and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated
employees? If “Yes,” complete Schedule J . e e e e e e e 23 v
24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than
$100,000 as of the last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 If “Yes,” answer lines 24b
through 24d and complete Schedule K. If “No,” go to line 25a e e e e e 24a v
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? . 24b
¢ Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year
to defease any tax-exempt bonds? C e e e e e e e e 24¢
d Did the organization act as an “on behalf of” issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year? . 24d
25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit
transaction with a disqualified person during the year? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part | 25a v
b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior
year, and that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization’s prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ?
If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part | . e e . e e e 25b v
26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, Iine 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any
current or former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or
disqualified persons? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part Il e e e e 26 v
27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee,
substantial contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled
entity or family member of any of these persons? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part lil . 27 v
28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L,
Part IV instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):
a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV 28a v
b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If “Yes,” complete
Schedule L, Part IV 28b v
¢ An entity of which a current or former officer, dlrector trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof)
was an officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV 28¢c| v
29  Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If “Yes,” complete Schedule M 29| v
30 Did the organization receive contnbutions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified
conservation contributions? If “Yes,” complete Schedule M 30| v
31  Did the organization Ilqurdate terminate, or dissolve and cease operatnons" If "Yes ” complete Schedule N,
Part | . .. .. 31 v
32 Did the orgamzatlon setl exchange dlspose of or transfer more than 25% of its net assets’7 If “Yes
complete Schedule N, Part Il .o .. 32 v
33 Did the organization own 100% of an entity dlsregarded as separate from the organlzatlon under Regulatlons
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-37? If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part | . 33 v
34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entuty? if “Yes,” complete Schedule R Pan‘ i, lll
orlV, and Part V, line 1 A . 34V
35a Did the organization have a controlled entlty within the meaning of section 512(b)(1 3)7 . 35a v
b If “Yes” to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage In any transaction W|th a
controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 . 35b
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable
related organization? If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 . . .o e 36 v
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? /f “Yes,” complete Schedule R,
Part VI . .. . 37 v
38 Dud the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanatlons n Schedule O for Part VI Ilnes 11b and
197 Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O. 38|v

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) * Page 5
IEEI®Y  Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any lineinthisPartv . . . . . . . . . . . . . [0
Yes | No
1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not applicable . . . . 1a 6 ‘
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable . . 1b 0
c Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and ,
reportable gaming (gambling) winnings to prize winners? . . . e ic | vV
2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmlttal of Wage and Tax ’

Statements, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this return 2a 29
b |If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file alt required federal employment tax returns? . 2b v
Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions) . . |

3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year? . . . . 3a v
b If “Yes,” has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If “No" to line 3b, provide an explanation in Schedule O . . 3b
4a At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority

over, a financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial
account)? . . . . . . o o e e e e e s s s s ] 4a v

b If “Yes,” enter the name of the foreign country: »
| See instructions for filing requirements for FINCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts

| (FBAR).
Ba Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? . . 5a v
b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 5b v
c If “Yes" to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T? .. 5¢c
6a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100 000 and d|d the
organization solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? . . 6a v
b If “Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contnbutnons or
gifts were not tax deductible? . . . e . 6b

7 Organizations that may receive deductlble contnbutlons under sectlon 170(c) !
a Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods ]

1 and services provided to the payor? . . . . .o e e e e 7a v
‘ b If “Yes,” did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services prowded'7 . . b | vV
¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which |t was
required to file Form 82827 . . . . . . . C e e e e e e e .. 7c v
d If “Yes,” indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the year . e |l:l | o _i
€ Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract? | 7e v
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? . 7f Y
‘ g If the organization received a contnbution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required? | 7g v
| h  If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-C? 7h | v/
8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. Did a donor advised fund maintained by the |
‘ sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during the year? . . e e e 8 |
9  Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. B } !
a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 49667 . . . e 9a
b Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person'? RN 9b
10  Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter: |
a |Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIll, ine12 . . . . . 10a
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VI, line 12, for public use of club facnlmes . 10b
11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter:
a Gross income from members or shareholders . . . 11a
b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or pald to other sources
against amounts due or received fromthem) . . . . . . . | . . . 11b
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization f|I|ng Form 990 in lieu of Form 10417 12a
b If “Yes,” enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year . . 12b
13  Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers. !
a s the organization licensed to i1ssue qualfied health plans in more than one state? . . . .o 13a

Note. See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O '
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which [

the organization is licensed to issue qualified health plans e e e e 13b !
c Enter the amount of reservesonhand . . . . . . .. . . 13¢c
14a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services durlng the tax year’7 . . 14a v
b If “Yes,” has It filed a Form 720 to report these payments? If “No,” provide an explanation in Schedule O . 14b

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) * Page 6
(EL @]l Governance, Management, and Disclosure For each “Yes” response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a “No"

response to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any hne inthisPartVv! . ., . . . . . . . | . | |,

Section A. Governing Body and Management

1a

W

SN O0hs

b
9

Yes | No

Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year. . 1a 12
If there are matenal differences in voting rights among members of the governing body, or
if the governing body delegated broad authorty to an executive committee or similar
committee, explain in Schedule O.

Enter the number of voting members included in ine 1a, above, who are independent . 1b 12
Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with
any other officer, director, trustee, or key employee?

Did the organization delegate control over management duties customanly performed by or under the dlrect
supervision of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person?

Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed?

Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? .

Did the organization have members or stockholders?

Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appomt
one or more members of the governingbody? . . . . . . . . . . . . e 7a
Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members,
stockholders, or persons other than the governing body? . . . . e R . 7b
Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken dunng
the year by the following:

The governing body? . . . . e e e e e 8a|v
Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governlng body7 e 8b |V
Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at
the organization’s mailing address? If “Yes,” provide the names and addresses in Schedule ©. . . . . 9 v

N

oo |w

SIS IKIKNINIS IS

Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)

10a
b

11a

12a

13
14
15

16a

Yes | No
Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates? . . 10a v
If “Yes,” did the organization have written policies and procedures governlng the actnvmes of such chapters
affiliates, and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes? 10b
Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form? | 11a
Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990 o
Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If “No,” go to line 13 . . 12a
Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could glve rnse to conﬂlcts'7 12b
Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If “Yes,”
describe in Schedule O how this was done . . . e e e e 12¢
Did the organization have a written whistleblower pollcy'7 .. e s e 13
Did the organization have a written document retention and destructlon pohcy" o 14
Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by |
Independent persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision? )
The organization’s CEO, Executive Director, or top management official . . . e e 15a
Other officers or key employees of the organization . . . e e e e 15b
it “Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see lnstructlons)

Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement
with a taxable entity during theyear? . . . . . . o R A e 16a v

<K \ﬁ <

Y

If “Yes,” did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its
participation in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the | )
organization's exempt status with respect to such arrangements? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16b

Section C. Disclosure

17
18

19

20

List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed »  N/A
Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only)
available for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.

[0 own website [ Another’s website Upon request  [] Other (explain in Schedule O)

Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and
financial statements available to the public during the tax year.

State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records: P

Lois Delger-DeMars, 324 Fuller Avenue, PO Box 355, Helena, MT 59624; 406-443-7027

Form 990 (2016)



Form 990 (2016) * Page 7
IRl Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, and
Independent Contractors
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any lineinthisPartVIl . . . . . . . . . . . . . [
Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees
1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the
organization’s tax year.
 List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of
compensation. Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.
« List all of the organization’s current key employees, If any. See instructions for definition of “key employee.”

e List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee)
who received reportable compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the
organization and any related organizations.

¢ List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than
$100,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

+ List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest
compensated employees; and former such persons.

Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

©)
A B (do not ch:c?::;z:e than one ) B A
Name and Title Average | pox, unless person is both an Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per | officer and a director/trustee) | compensation |compensation from amount of
fweek (st an es|slol=la=] = from related other
hours for EL ala| =2 g “3- Q the organizations compensation
relatefi 3 a g g cab CE] g orgamization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
rganizations % g_, g S| 8a = |(W-2/1099-MISC) organization
below dotted] S 5 | & o S and related
line) & = 3 B organizations
¢ g
(1) George S. Qlsen
President 1 v v 0 0 0
(2) carol Bibler
Vice-President 1 v v 0 ) 0
(3) Phil Rostad 1
Secretary-Treasurer 1 v v 0 0 0
(4) Jerry Townsend 1
Director 1 v 0 0 0
(5) Allen Bjergo 1
Director v 0 0 0
(6) Judith Hutchins 1
Director v 0 0 0
(7) Rick Berg 1
Director v 1] 0 0
(8) Judy Tureck 1
Director v 0 0 0
(9) Chris Montague 1
Director v 0 0 0
(10) Dan Vermillion 1
Director v 0 0 0
(11) Jerry Sorensen 1
Director v 0 0 0
{12) Shane Colton 1
Director v 0 0 0
(13) Paul D. Ringling 40
Managing Director 5 v 107,046 0 4,800
(14) Christopher Phelps 40
Lands Manager v 105,145 0 4,800

Form 990 (2016)
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-laR'IN Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)
(€}
Position
A ®) (do not check more than one © ® ®
Name and title Average | pox, unless person Is both an Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per | officer and a director/trustee) | compensation [compensation from amount of
lweek (Iist any oslslol =]z = from related other
hours for aa al| = 2|3a(8 the organizations compensation
related 35|28 ¢e %g 31 organization | (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
rganizations| &6 gl .g ~§ o | 7 |(W-2/1089-MISC) organization
below dotted| S = | & gl"s and related
ling) & g 2 b organizations
[+ @ 3
@ 8 g
® 3
Q
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)
{20)
(21)
(22)
(23)
(24)
(25)
1b Sub-total . .. e .. > 212,191 0 9,600
¢ Total from continuation sheets to Part VIl, SectionA . . . . . » 0 0 0
d Total (add lines 1b and 1c¢) . e e . » 212,191 0 9,600
2  Total number of individuals (including but not imited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of
reportable compensation from the organization » 2
Yes | No
3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated | B ‘
employee on line 1a? If “Yes,"” complete Schedule J for such individual e e 3 A
4  For any indwvidual listed on line 1a, 1s the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the }
organization and related organizations greater than $150,000? If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such o
individual . 4 v
5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual B
for services rendered to the organization? If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such person 5 v

Section B, Independent Contractors

1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of
compensation from the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax

year.

Name and business address

(B)

Descnption of services

)

Compensation

N/A

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not Imited to those listed above) who

recetved more than $100,000 of compensation from the organization »

Form 990 (2016)
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Statement of Revenue
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII . .. ; |
n (B) (C) (D)

Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue
exempt business excluded from tax
function revenue under sections

! revenue 512-514
£ 2| 1a Federated campaigns . 1a 0
g 3| b Membership dues 1ib 0
+&| ¢ Fundraising events 1c 36,300
-2,5, c_:u d Related organizations . id 524,908
g 5 e Government grants (contributions) | 1e 3,055,108
- f Al other contnbutions, gifts, grants,
g g and similar amounts not included above | 4¢ 3,179,215
£ 3 g Noncash contributions included in fines 1a-1f § 71,7115
8 &| h_Total. Add lines 1a-1f . > 6,795,531
g Business Code
% | 2a publications 813312 152 152
c b
81 ¢
S| d
[72}
E e
‘g‘w f All other program service revenue .
& g Total. Add lines 2a-2f . N 152 |
3 Investment income (including dividends, interest,
and other similar amounts) > 24,395 0 0 0
4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds P 0 0 0 0
5 Royalties L. > 0 0 0 0
(i) Real (n) Personal
6a Grossrents . . 0 0
b Less: rental expenses 0 0
¢ Rental income or {loss) 0 0 ]
d Net rental income or (loss) T 0 0 0 0
7a  Gross amount from sales of () Secunties (1)) Other
assets other than inventory 4,223,844 0
b Less cost or other basis
and sales expenses . 4,224,392
¢ Gain or (loss) . (548) o o o
d Net gain or (loss) > (548) 0 0 0
§ 8a Gross Income from fundraising
o events (not ncluding$ 36,300 1
&’ of contributions reported on line 1¢).
E SeePartlV,line18 . . . . . ga 0 “
4 b Less:directexpenses . . . . b 7,751 !
¢ Netincome or (loss) from fundraising events . P (71,751) 0 0
9a Gross income from gaming activities, \
SeePartIV,line19 . . . . . g 0 1
b Less:directexpenses . . . . b 0 _ o N N ,J
c Netincome or (loss) from gaming activities . . » 0 0 0 0
10a Gross sales of inventory, less *
returns and allowances . a 0 [
b Less:costofgoodssold . . . b 0 |
¢ Netincome or (loss) from sales of inventory . . » | o - ol 0 T o
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code o o . L _J’
11a
b
c
d All other revenue .
e Total. Add lines 11a-11d . | 4
12  Total revenue. See instructions. »

6,811,779

Form 990 (2016)
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Statement of Functional Expenses
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX . ..
Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, 7b, Total ég)) onses Prograg)semce Mana éﬁ,’ ¢ and . cgD)
8b, 9b, and 10b of Part Vill. expenses genergl ex?)renzgs ::péra\:er;g
1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations
and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21 153,450 153,450
2 Grants and other assistance to domestic
individuals. See Part IV, ine 22 0 0
3 Grants and other assistance to foreign
organizations, foreign governments, and foreign
individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16 . 0 0
4  Benefits paid to or for members 0 0
5 Compensation of current officers, dlrectors,
trustees, and key employees . 0 0 0 0
6  Compensation not included above, to disqualified
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) 0 0 0 0
7  Other salanes and wages . 953,408 595,949 271,615 79,844
8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (lnclude
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contnbutions}) 97,174 60,187 26,651 10,336
9  Other employee benefits . 42,247 24,610 12,713 4,924
10  Payroll taxes . 80,600 50,500 21,310 8,790
11 Fees for services (non- employees)
a Management 0 0 0 0
b Legal 39,720 39,440 280 0
¢ Accounting 13,871 2,938 7,995 2,938
d Lobbying . . 0 0 0 0
e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV l|ne 17 0 0
f Investment management fees 0 0 0 0
g Other. (if ine 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column
{A) amount, Iist line 11g expenses on Schedule O.) 52,033 36,181 10,768 5,084
12  Advertising and promotion 51,318 31,903 1,413 18,002
13  Office expenses 65,879 42,212 15,657 8,010
14 Information technology 8,882 7,951 623 308
15 Royalties . 0 0 0 0
16  Occupancy 38,468 32,428 3,853 2,187
17 Travel . . 121,987 75,151 20,895 25,941
18 Payments of travel or entertannment expenses
for any federal, state, or local publc officials 0 0 0 0
19  Conferences, conventions, and meetings 23,332 15,180 4,658 3,494
20 Interest Co 0 0 0 0
21 Payments to affilates . 0 0 0 0
22  Depreciation, depletion, and amortlzatlon 26,403 19,802 3,961 2,640
23 Insurance . A e e 20,255 8,379 8,277 3,599
24  Other expenses. ltemize expenses not covered \
above (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e. If \
line 24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column ‘
(A) amount, list ine 24e expenses on Schedule O.) |
a Equipment expenses 12,697 10,045 1,013 1,639
b Noncollectable accounts 4,600 4,600 0 0
¢ Easement acquisitions 4,922,608 4,922,608 0 0
d Uncategorized expense 758 0 758 0
e All other expenses 0 0 0 0 0
25  Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e 6,729,690 6,133,514 418,440 177,736
26 Joint costs. Complete this line only if the

organization reported in column (B} joint costs
from a combined educational campaign and
fundraising solicitation. Check here » [] i
following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720) .o

Form 990 (2016)
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XN Balance Sheet
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X .. O
(A) (B)
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash—non-interest-bearing 210,858 1 232,693
2 Savings and temporary cash mvestments 1,786,571] 2 1,967,152
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net ol 3 0
4  Accounts receivable, net 229,174| 4 222,781
5 Loans and other receivables from current and former offlcers dlrectors
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees.
Complete Part |l of Schedule L ol &6 0
6 Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under section
4958(f)(1)), persons described In section 4358(c)(3)(B), and contributing employers and
sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(3) voluntary employees' beneficiary
) organizations (see instructions). Complete Part Il of Schedule L . . ol 6 0
§ 7 Notes and loans receivable, net ol 7 0
<| 8 Inventories for sale or use . ol 8 0
9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 0] 9 0
10a Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or
other basis Complete Part VI of Schedule D 10a 303,727
b Less: accumulated depreciation 10b 194,515 127,555] 10¢c 109,212
11 Investments—publicly traded securities . 174,432] 11 102,869
12  Investments—other securities. See Part IV, ine 11 ol 12 0
13 Investments—program-related. See Part IV, line 11 . o| 13 0
14 Intangible assets . ol 14 1]
156  Other assets. See Part IV, I|ne 11 g28l 15 841
16  Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal I|ne 34) ___2,529,418| 16 2,635,548
17  Accounts payable and accrued expenses . 54,820| 17 75,480
18 Grants payable . ol 18 0
19  Deferred revenue . ol 19 0
20 Tax-exempt bond labilities . ol 20 0
21  Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D o| 21 0
#1122 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors,
= trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, and
% disqualified persons. Complete Part Il of Schedule L ol 22 0
=] 23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 0| 23 0
24  Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties . o| 24 0
25 Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third
parties, and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X
of Schedule D . ol 25 3,381
26 Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through 25 54,820 26 78,861
° Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here > - and i
9 complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34. L ) - \
5 27 Unrestricted net assets . 2,393,175| 27 2,548, 143
3128 Temporanly restricted net assets . 80,595| 28 7,703
° 29  Permanently restricted net assets . . 828| 29 841
2 Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here P L—_] and
5 complete lines 30 through 34. - 1 o
£ 130 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds . . o] 30 0
§ 31  Pad-in or capital surplus, or land, bullding, or equipment fund o| 31 0
5 32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds . o| 32 0
g 33 Total net assets or fund balances . 2,474,598} 33 2,556,687
34  Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances . 2,529,418 34 2,635,548

Form 990 (2016)
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Reconciliation of Net Assets
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI .. .0
1  Total revenue (must equal Part VIil, column (A), ine 12) . 1 6,811,779
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A}, line 25) 2 6,729,690
3 Revenue less expenses. Subtract Iine 2 from line 1 .o 3 82,089
4  Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X Ilne 33 cqumn (A)) 4 2,474,598
5 Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 5 0
6 Donated services and use of facilities 6 0
7 Investment expenses . 7 0
8  Prior period adjustments . . . 8 0
9  Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explaln in Schedule O) . 9 0
10  Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X I|ne
33, column (B)) . . . 10 2,556,687
Financial Statements and Reportlng
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XII .
Yes | No
1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: [¥JCash [JAccrual [ Other
If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked “Other,” explain in
Schedule O.
2a Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? . 2a | vV
If “Yes,” check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or
reviewed on a separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:
[ Separate basis  [¥] Consolidated basis []Both consolidated and separate basis
b Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant? 2b | v
If “Yes,” check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audlted on a
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:
[ Separate basis Consolidated basis  [] Both consolidated and separate basis
c If “Yes” to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight
of the audit, review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? 2c | v
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in
Schedule O.
3a As aresult of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in
the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A-1337?. 3a |y
b [f “Yes,” did the organization undergo the required audit or audlts’7 If the orgamzatlon d|d not undergo the
required audit or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits. 3b |y

Form 990 (2016)
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SCHEDULE A Public Charity Status and Public Support
{Form 990 or 990-EZ)

Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.

Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service » Information about Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number
THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262
Partl Reason for Public Charity Status (All organizations must complete this part.) See instructions.
The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box.)
1 [ A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).
2 [JA school described in section 170(b)(1){A)(ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-E2))
3 [JA hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170({b)(1)(A){iii).
4 [ A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the
hospital’s name, city, and state:

[] An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in
section 170(b)(1)(A)(iv). (Complete Part Il.)

6 [ A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1){A)(v).
7 An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public
described in section 170(b)(1)(A){vi). (Complete Part Il.)

8 [1A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.)

9 Oan agricultural research organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) operated in conjunction with a land-grant college
or university or a non-land-grant college of agriculture (see instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or
university:

10 [ An organization that normally receives' (1) more than 3313% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross
receipts from activities related to its exempt functions— subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33'3% of its
support from gross investment income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses
acquired by the organization after June 30, 1975. See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part lil.)

11 [J An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4).

12 [JAn organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes
of one or more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a){1} or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3).
Check the box in ines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 121, and 12g.

a [ Type l. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving
the supported organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the
supporting organization. You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

b [ Type ll. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having
control or management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported
organization(s). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

c [ Type lil functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with,
its supported organization(s) (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

d [0 Type llt non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s)
that 1s not functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness
requirement (see Instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

e [ Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it 1s a Type |, Type |l, Type Il
functionally integrated, or Type Ill non-functionally integrated supporting organization.

Enter the number of supported organizations . . . . . . . . . . |_—__]

g Provide the following information about the supported organization(s).

(4}

-

{i) Name of supported organization (i) EIN (ll)) Type of organization | (iv) Is the organization | {v} Amount of monetary (vi) Amount of
(described on lines 1-10 |listed in your governing support (see other support (see
above (see instructions)) document? instructions) instructions)

Yes No
(A)
(8)
©)
D)
(E)
Total

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ, Cat No 11285F Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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Page 2

Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b){1){A){vi)

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part | or If the organization failed to qualify under

Part lll. If the organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part lil.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) » (a) 2012 (b) 2013 (c) 2014 (d) 2015 (e) 2016 {f) Total
1 Gifts, grants, contrnbutions, and
membership fees received. (Do not
include any “unusual grants.”) . . . _ 4,425,386 1,867,905 2,862,424 2,201,289 6795531 18,152,535
2 Tax revenues levied for the
organization’s benefit and either paid
to or expended on its behalf . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to the
organization without charge . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 Total. Add lines 1 through 3. . . 4,425,386 1,867,905 2,862,424 2,201,289 6,795,531 18,152,535
5 The portion of total contributions by
each person (other  than a
governmental unit  or  publicly
supported organization) included on
line 1 that exceeds 2% of the amount
shown on line 11, column (f) . o
6  Public support. Subtract line 5 from line 4 18,152,535
Section B. Total Support
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) » (a) 2012 (b) 2013 (c) 2014 (d) 2015 (e) 2016 (f) Total
7 Amounts fromline4 . . . . . 4,425,386 1,867,905| 2,862,424 2,201,289 6,795,531 18,152,535
8 Gross income from interest, d|V|dends
payments received on securities loans,
rents, royalties and income from similar
sources . . . . . . ... 19,391 4,187 7,887 14,311 23,847 69,623
9 Net income from unrelated business
activities, whether or not the business
is regularly carriedon . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 Other income. Do not include gain or
loss from the sale of capital assets
(Explainin Part V) . . . . 7,081 (9,682) (7,216) 989,619 (7,599) 972,203
11 Total support. Add lines 7 through 10 19,194,361
12  Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions) . . . . . 12 | 0
13  First five years. If the Form 980 is for the organization’s first, second, thlrd fourth or flﬂh tax year as a section 501(c)(3)
organization, check this box and stop here . . . .. . I T A N
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
14  Public support percentage for 2016 (ine 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f) . . . . 14 94 %
15  Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, PartIl, ine 14 . . . 15 82 %
16a 33'3% support test—2016. If the organization did not check the box on hne 13 and ||ne 14 1s 33113% or more, check this
box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization . . . N 4
b 33'3% support test—2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is 331/3% or more, check
this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization . . . . . . . . . . . » O
17a 10%-facts-and-circumstances test—2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is
10% or more, and if the organization meets the “facts-and-circumstances” test, check this box and stop here. Explain in
Part VI how the organization meets the “facts-and-circumstances” test The organization qualifies as a publicly supported
organization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... s e O
b 10%-facts-and-circumstances test—2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line
15 is 10% or more, and if the organization meets the “facts-and-circumstances” test, check this box and stop here.
Explain in Part VI how the organization meets the “facts-and-circumstances” test. The organization qualifies as a publicly
supported organization . . . . T A E
18 Private foundation. if the organizatlon d|d not check a box on I|ne 13 16a, 16b 17a or 17b check thls box and see
mstructions . . . . . . . L L 0 L L0 0L L . A

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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EEXXIl  Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2)
(Complete only If you checked the box on line 10 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part II.
If the organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part Il.)
Section A. Public Support
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) »
1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and membership fees
received. (Do not include any “unusual grants.")

2  Gross receipts from admissions, merchandise
sold or services performed, or facilities
furnished in any activity that is related to the
organization’s tax-exempt purpose .

3  Gross receipts from activities that are not an
unrelated trade or business under section 513

4 Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and either paid
to or expended on its behalf

Page 3

(a) 2012 (b) 2013 (c) 2014 (d) 2015 (e) 2016 {f) Total

5 The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to the
organization without charge .

6 Total. Add lines 1 through 5.
7a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and 3
received from disqualified persons

b Amounts included on lnes 2 and 3
received from other than disqualified
persons that exceed the greater of $5,000
or 1% of the amount on line 13 for the year

¢ Addlines 7aand 7b

8 Public support. (Subtract line 7c from
line 6.) . .

Section B. Total Support

9

Amounts from line 6

(a) 2012

(b) 2013

(c) 2014

(d) 2015

(e) 2016

(f) Total

|
|
t Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) »

10a Gross income from Interest, dividends,
payments received on securities loans, rents,
royalties and income from similar sources .

b Unrelated business taxable income (less
section 511 taxes) from businesses
acquired after June 30, 1975 .

¢ Add lines 10a and 10b .

11 Net income from unrelated business
activities not included in line 10b, whether
or not the business Is regularly carried on

12  Other income Do not include gain or
loss from the sale of capital assets
{Explain in Part V1) . .

13 Total support. (Add lines 9, 100 11,
and 12.) ..

14  First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)

organization, check this box and stop here . > O
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
15  Public support percentage for 2016 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column(f) . . . . . | 15 %
16  Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part Il line15 . . . . . . . . . . . |16 %
Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage
17  Investment income percentage for 2016 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) . . . | 17 %
18 Investment income percentage from 20156 Schedule A, Part Ill, ine17 . . . . 18 %

19a 333% support tests—2016. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and Ilne 15 1s more than 33'3%, and line
17 1s not more than 33'2%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization > [

b 333% support tests—2015, If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or Iine 19a, and line 16 is more than 33'4s%, and
line 18 1s not more than 33'1%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization » []
20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions » []

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016




Schedule A (Form 990 or 890-E7) 2016
Supporting Organizations
(Complete only if you checked a box in line 12 on Part I. If you checked 12a of Part |, complete Sections A
and B. If you checked 12b of Part |, complete Sections A and C. If you checked 12c¢ of Part |, complete
Sections A, D, and E. If you checked 12d of Part |, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V.)

Page 4

Section A. All Supporting Organizations

3a

4a

5a

9a

10a

Are alt of the organization’s supported organizations listed by name in the organization’s governing
documents? If “No,” describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by
class or purpose, describe the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain.

Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status
under section 509(a)(1) or (2)? If “Yes,” explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported
organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2).

Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c}(4), (5), or (6)? If “Yes,"” answer
(b) and (c) below.

Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) and
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? If “Yes,” describe in Part VI when and how the
organization made the determination.

Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)
purposes? If “Yes,” explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use.

Was any supported organization not organized in the United States (“foreign supported organization”)? If
“Yes,” and if you checked 12a or 12b in Part |, answer (b) and (c) below.

Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign
supported organization? If “Yes,” describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion
despite being controlled or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations.

Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination
under sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? If “Yes,” explain in Part VI what controls the organization used
to ensure that all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)
purposes.

Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? If “Yes,”
answer (b) and (c) below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (i) the names and EIN
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action;
(ifi) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action
was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document).

Type | or Type I only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already
designated in the organization's organizing document?

Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control?

Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to
anyone other than () its supported organizations, (1) individuals that are part of the charitable class benefited
by one or more of its supported organizations, or {iii) other supporting organizations that also support or
benefit one or more of the filing organization’s supported organizations? If “Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor
(defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with
regard to a substantial contributor? If “Yes,” complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-E2).

Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7?7
If “Yes,” complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ).

Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more
disqualified persons as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described
in section 509(a)(1) or (2))? If “Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which
the supporting organization had an interest? If “Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit
from, assets in which the supporting orgamzation also had an interest? If “Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section
4943(f) (regarding certain Type Il supporting orgamzations, and all Type lll non-functionally integrated
supporting organizations)? If “Yes,” answer 10b below.

Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to
determine whether the orgamization had excess business holdings.)

Yes

No

3a

3b

3¢

4a

4b

4c

10a

10b|

Schedule A (Form 890 or 990-EZ) 2016



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-E2) 2016
ZEEE  Supporting Organizations (continued)

11
a

b
c

Page 5

Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?

A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described n (b) and (c)
below, the governing body of a supported organization?

A family member of a person described in (a) above?

A 35% controlled entity of a person described In (a) or (b) above? If “Yes” to a, b, or ¢, provide detail in Part VI.

Yes

No

11a

11b

11c

Section B. Type | Supporting Organizations

Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to
regularly appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees at all times during the
tax year? If “No,"” describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or
controlled the organization’s activities. If the organization had more than one supported organization,
describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were allocated among the supported
organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year.

Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported
organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? If “Yes,” explain in Part
VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated,
supervised, or controlled the supporting organization.

Yes

No

Section C. Type |l Supporting Organizations

Were a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors
or trustees of each of the organization’s supported organization(s)? /f “No,” describe in Part VI how control
or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed
the supported organization(s).

Yes

No

Section D. All Type Il Supporting Organizations

Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the
organization’s tax year, () a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax
year, (1) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (1)) copies of the
organization’s governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided?

Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (1) appointed or elected by the supported
organization(s) or (i) serving on the governing body of a supported organization? If “No,” explain in Part VI how
the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s).

By reason of the relationship described in (2}, did the organization’s supported organizations have a
significant voice in the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s
income or assets at all times during the tax year? If “Yes,” describe in Part VI the role the organization's
supported organizations played in this regard.

Yes

No

Section E. Type lll Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations

1

o

Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test dunng the year (see instructions).

[ The organization satisfied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below.
[] The organization 1s the parent of each of its supported organizations. Complete line 3 below.

[ The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part VI how you supported a government entity (see instructions).

Activities Test. Answer (a) and (b) below.

Did substantially all of the organization’s activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of
the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? If “Yes,” then in Part VI identify
those supported organizations and explain how these actwities directly furthered their exempt purposes,
how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined
that these actwvities constituted substantially all of its activities.

Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, one or more
of the organization’s supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? If “Yes,” explain in Part VI the
reasons for the organization’s position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these
activities but for the organization’s involvement.

Parent of Supported Organizations. Answer (a} and (b) below.

Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majonty of the officers, directors, or
trustees of each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VI.

Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs, and activities of each
of its supported organizations? /f “Yes, ” describe in Part VI the role played by the orgarization in this regard

Yes

No

3a

“a

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



Schedule A (Form 990 or 930-EZ) 2016 Page 6
ZEXT_ Type lll Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations
1 [0 Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov. 20, 1970 {explain in Part VI). See
instructions. All other Type Il non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E.
(B) Current Year
(optional)

Section A - Adjusted Net Income (A) Prior Year

1 Net short-term capital gain

2 Recoveries of prior-year distributions

3 Other gross income (see instructions)

4 Add lines 1 through 3.

5 Depreciation and depletion

6 Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or
collection of gross income or for management, conservation, or
maintenance of property held for production of income (see instructions) 6
7 Other expenses (see instructions)
8 Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6, and 7 from line 4). 8

[LEE-RIZRE S R

-

(B) Current Year

Section B - Minimum Asset Amount (A) Prior Year .
(optional)

1 Aggregate farr market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see

instructions for short tax year or assets held for part of year):
a Average monthly value of securities 1a
b Average monthly cash balances 1b
¢ Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets 1ic
d Total (add Iines 1a, 1b, and 1c) 1d
e Discount claimed for blockage or other
factors (explain in detail in Part VI):

2 Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt-use assets 2

3 Subtract line 2 from line 1d.

4 Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount,
see instructions)

5 Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3)

6 Multiply line 5 by .035.

7 Recoveries of prior-year distributions

8 Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6)

@

A R RERE-N

Section C - Distributable Amount Current Year

1 Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A)

2 Enter 85% of line 1.

3 Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, ine 8, Column A)

4 Enter greater of line 2 or line 3.

5 Income tax imposed in prior year

6 Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to

emergency temporary reduction (see instructions). 6

7 [ Check here if the current year is the organization’s first as a non-functionally integrated Type Ill supporting organization (see
instructions).

i |WIN|=

Schedule A (Form 980 or 980-E2) 2016



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-E2) 2016
Type lll Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continued)
Section D - Distributions Current Year
1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes
2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported
organizations, In excess of income from activity
Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations
Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets
Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required)
Other distributions (describe in Part VI). See instructions.
Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6.
Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive
(provide details in Part VI). See instructions.
Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6
10 Line 8 amount divided by Line 9 amount

Page 7

O INO || =W

©

() (ii) (iti)
M Underdistributions Distributable
Excess Distributions| " pye.2016 Amount for 2016

Section E - Distribution Allocations (see instructions)

1 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6

Underdistributions, if any, for years prior to 2016
(reasonable cause required —explain in Part VI). See
instructions.

Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2016:

N

[~

From 2013

From 2014

From 2015 .

Total of lines 3a through e

Applied to underdistributions of prior years

Applied to 2016 distributable amount

Carryover from 2011 not applied (see instructions)

Remainder. Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 31 from 3f

Distributions for 2016 from

Section D, line 7: $

a Applied to underdistributions of prior years l

Applied to 2016 distributable amount

¢ Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4

5 Remaining underdistributions for years prior to 2016, if
any. Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2. For resuit
greater than zero, explain in Part VI. See instructions.

6 Remaining underdistributions for 2016. Subtract lines 3h
and 4b from line 1. For result greater than zero, explain in
Part VI. See instructions.

7 Excess distributions carryover to 2017. Add lines 3
and 4c. '

8 Breakdown of line 7:

M= |a|=|0o |a]o |T|®

H

o

Excess from 2013
Excess from 2014 . . . !
Excess from 2015

Excess from 2016 .

o|ajo|T|o

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



Schedule A (Form 980 or 990-E7) 2016 Page 8

Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part Il, line 10; Part I, line 17a or 17b; Part
Ill, ine 12; Part IV, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3¢, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9¢c, 11a, 11b, and 11¢; Part IV, Section
B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C, line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines 1¢, 2a, 2b,
3a, and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V, Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E,
lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information. (See instructions.)

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities | omenNo 1545-0047

(Form 990 or 990-EZ)
2016

Open to Public
Inspection
If the organization answered “Yes,” on Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then

e Section 501(c)(3) organizations Complete Parts I-A and B Do not complete Part I-C.

e Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations. Complete Parts I-A and C below Do not complete Part I-B

e Section 527 organizations Complete Part I-A only
If the organization answered “Yes,” on Form 990, Part IV, line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then

e Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)) Complete Part [I-A. Do not complete Part II-B.

» Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)} Complete Part II-B. Do not complete Part ll-A.
If the organization answered “Yes,” on Form 990, Part IV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 980-EZ, Part V, line 35¢ (Proxy
Tax) (see separate instructions), then

e Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations Complete Part Ill.
Name of organization Employer identification number
THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262

Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization.
1 Provide a description of the organization’s direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part IV. (see instructions for
definition of “political campaign activities”)

For Organlzations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and sectlon 527

De » Complete if the organization is described below. P Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.
partment of the Treasury N o " : .
Intemal Revenue Service » Information about Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990.

2 Political campaign activity expenditures (see instructions}) . . . . A 0
3  Volunteer hours for political campaign activities (see instructions)
Part 1-B Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3)

1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 > $ 0
2  Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955 . . » $
3  If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year? e e DYes D No
4a Wasacorrectonmade? . . . . . . . e e .. s . . . . . .. [QyYes [INo
b If “Yes,” describe in Part [V.
Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c)(3).
1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function
activities .. A
2  Enter the amount of the flllng orgamzatlon s funds contnbuted to other organlzatlons for section
527 exempt function activities . . . N g
3 Total exempt function expendltures Add I|nes 1 and 2 Enter here and on Form 1120-POL,
line17b . . . . .
4 Did the filing organtzatlon file Form 1120-POL for this year'7 . . T DYes [No

5 Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of aII section 527 polltlcal organizations to which the filing
organization made payments. For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization’s funds. Also enter
the amount of political contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such
as a separate segregated fund or a political action committee (PAC). If additional space is needed, provide information in Part V.

(a) Name (b) Address {c) EIN (d) Amount patd from (e} Amount of political
filing organization’s contnbutions received and
funds If none, enter -0- promptly and directly
delivered to a separate
political organization If
none, enter -0-
(N
2
(3
4
(6
{6)

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 50084S Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016




Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-E2) 2016
EAMEY Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under

Page 2

section 501(h)).

A Check » []if the filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member’s
name, address, EIN, expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures).

B Check » [JIif the filing organization checked box A and “limited control” provisions apply.

Limits on Lobbying Expenditures

{a) Filing (b) Affihated
(The term “expenditures” means amounts paid or incurred.) organization's totals group totals
1a Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying) 0 0
b Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying) 0 0
¢ Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1a and 1b) 0 0
d Other exempt purpose expenditures . . 6,729,690 0
e Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines 1c and 1d) 6,729,690 0
f Lobbying nontaxable amount. Enter the amount from the followmg table n both
columns. 486,485 0
If the amount on line 1e, column (a) or (b) is: | The lobbying nontaxable amount is:
Not over $500,000 20% of the amount on line 1e
Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000 $100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000.
Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000 $175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000.
Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000 $225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000
Over $17,000,000 $1,000,000.
g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f) 121,622 0
h Subtract line 1g from line 1a. If zero or less, enter -0- 0 0
i Subtract line 1f from line 1c. If zero or less, enter -0- . 0 0
j If there is an amount other than zero on either line 1h or I|ne 1i, dld the organlzatlon file Form 4720
reporting section 4911 tax for this year? . [dYes []No
4-Year Averaglng Perlod Under section 501 (h)
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five columns below.
See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.)
Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period
Calendar year (or fiscal year {a) 2013 {b) 2014 (c) 2015 (d) 2016 (e) Total
beginning n)
2a Lobbying nontaxable amount
214,760 298,635 311,186 486,485 1,311,066
b Lobbying ceiling amount
(150% of line 2a, column (g)) 1,966,599
¢ Total lobbying expenditures
0 0 0 0 0
d Grassroots nontaxable amount
53,690 74,659 _17,797 121,622 327,768
e Grassroots ceiling amount
{150% of line 2d, column (&) 491,652
f Grassroots lobbying expenditures
0 25,000 25,000 0 50,000

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



Schedule C (Forrh 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 Page 3
Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT filed Form 5768
(election under section 501(h)).
For each “Yes,” response on lines 1a through 1i below, provide in Part IV a detailed @ )
description of the lobbying activity. Yes | No Amount
1 During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or local
legislation, including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter or
referendum, through the use of:
a Volunteers?
b Paid staff or management (|nc|ude compensatlon In expenses reported on Ilnes 1c through 1|)’7
¢ Media advertisements?
d Mailings to members, legsslators, or the publlc’?
e Publications, or published or broadcast statements?
f Grants to other organizations for lobbying purposes?
g Direct contact with legislators, their staffs, government officials, or a Ieg|slat|ve body'7
h Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, conventions, speeches, lectures, or any similar means? .
i Other activities?
j Total. Add lines 1c through 11
2a Did the activities in line 1 cause the orgamzatlon to be not descrlbed n sectlon 501 (c)(3)’7 }
b If “Yes,” enter the amount of any tax incurred under section 4912 .
c If “Yes,” enter the amount of any tax incurred by organization managers under sectlon 4912
d If the filing organization incurred a section 4912 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year? . |
Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c})(4), section 501(c)(5), or section
501{c)(6).
Yes | No
1 Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members? 1
2 Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less? . 2
Did the organization agree to carry over lobbying and political campaign activity expenditures from the pnor year’? 3

Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501{c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section

501(c)(6) and if either (a) BOTH Part llI-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered “No,” OR (b) Part lll-A, line 3, is

answered “Yes.”

5

Total

Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members 1
Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and poltical expend|tures (do not mclude amounts of
political expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid).
Current year . . 2a
Carryover from last year . 2b
. 2c
Aggregate amount reported in sectlon 6033(e)(1)(A) notlces of nondeductlble sectlon 162(e) dues 3
If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the
excess does the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying
and political expenditure next year? . 4
Taxable amount of lobbying and political expendltures (see |nstruct|ons) 5

Part IV Supplemental Information
Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1; Part I-B, line 4; Part I-C, line 5; Part lI-A (affiliated group list); Part ll-A, lines 1 and
2 (see instructions); and Part II-B, line 1. Also, complete this part for any additional information.

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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Part IV Supplemental Information (continued)
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DULED . . ]
(SF“’;':I"E‘ 930) Supplemental Financial Statements | -ove No tses-00e

» Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, 2 @ 1 6
Partlv, line 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b.

Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 990. Open to Public
Intemal Revenue Service » information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number

THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262

Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 6.
(a) Donor advised funds (b) Funds and other accounts

Total number at end of year .

Aggregate value of contributions to (durlng year)
Aggregate value of grants from (during year)
Aggregate value at end of year .

Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors In writing that the assets held in donor advised

funds are the organization’s property, subject to the organization’s exclusive legal control? . . . . . . O Yes [J No
6  Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used

only for chantable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose

confernng impermissible private benefit? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . [Yes[] No

Il Conservation Easements.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 7.
1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization {check all that apply).
O Preservation of land for public use (e.g , recreation or education) [] Preservation of a historically important land area
Protection of natural habitat [0 Preservation of a certified historic structure
Preservation of open space
2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation

O WN =

easement on the last day of the tax year. Held at the End of the Tax Year
a Total number of conservation easements . . e e e e e 2a 838
b Total acreage restricted by conservation easements . . . . .o 2b 990,323
¢ Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure mcluded in (a) .o 2c 0
d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a
historic structure listed in the National Register . . . . 2d 0
3 Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released extmgunshed or termlnated by the organization during the
tax year b 6
4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located b 1
5 Does the organization have a wntten policy regarding the periodic monitori-ﬁ-é,ml-risﬁe_e-t-iaﬁ-,- handling of
violations, and enforcement of the conservation easements it holds? . . . . .o .o . Yes [] No
6  Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoning, Inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year
> 86m .
7  Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, iInspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year
>$ 468,509
8 Does each conservation easement reported on Iine 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(1)
and section 170(N)&B))? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L. . . . . . . . . . . .. [OYesO No

9 In Part Xlll, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and
balance sheet, and include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that describes the
organization's accounting for conservation easements.

Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 8.

t1a |If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet
works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of
public service, provide, in Part XllI, the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items.

b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report in Iits revenue statement and balance sheet
works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of
public service, provide the following amounts relating to these items:

() Revenue included on Form 990, Part Vill, linet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . > 3
(i) Assets included in Form 990, Part X .. N

2 If the orgamzation received or held works of art, hlstoncal treasures or other S|m|Iar assets for financial gain, provide the
following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items:

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIIl, lined . . . . . . T

b Assetsincluded in Form 990, Part X . . . . Ce e .. ... s

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 52283D Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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IEEdIl Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets (continued)
3 Using the organization’s acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its
collection items (check all that apply):
a [ Pubiic exhibition
b [ Scholarly research
¢ [ Preservation for future generations
4  Provide a description of the organization’s collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in Part
Xim.

5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar
assets to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection?
IS Escrow and Custodial Arrangements.

Complete If the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or reported an amount on Form
990, Part X, line 21.

1a Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other |ntermed|ary for contributions or other assets not

d [] Loan or exchange programs
e [ Other

[J Yes []No

included on Form 990, Part X? . e e e . .. O Yes [ No
b If “Yes,” explain the arrangement in Part Xlil and complete the foIIowmg table:
Amount
¢ Beginningbalance . . . . . . . . e e e e ic
d Additions during the year . e e e e .. 1d
e Distributions during the year . . .o .. co. . e e 1e
f Ending balance . . . 1f
2a Did the organization mclude an amount on Form 990 Part X I|ne 21, for escrow or custodlal account liability? [] Yes [ No
b _If “Yes,” explain the arrangement in Part Xlil. Check here if the explanation has been provided on Part XIll . . . . O
Endowment Funds.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 10.
(a) Current year {b) Prior year {c) Two years back | (d) Three years back | (e) Four years back
1a Beginning of year balance

b Contributions
¢ Net investment earnlngs galns and
losses .

d Grants or scholarships
e Other expenditures for facilities and
programs .
f Administrative expenses .
g End of year balance .
2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as:

a Board designated or quasi-endowment » %
b Permanentendowment » %
¢ Temporarily restricted endowment » %

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c¢ should equal 100%.

3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the
organization by: Yes| No
(i) unrelated organizations . 3a(i) v
(i) related organizations . . 3a(ii)| v
b If “Yes” on line 3al(ii), are the retated organlzatlons Ilsted as reqUIred on Schedule R? 3b| v

Describe in Part Xlll the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds.
Part ']l Land, Buildings, and Equipment.
Complete If the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Descnption of property {a) Cost or other basis | {b} Cost or other basis (c) Accumulated (d) Book value
(investment) (othen depreciation

1a Land 0 55,000 55,000

b Buildings . . 0 0 0 0

¢ Leasehold |mprovements 0 15,000 3,583 11.417

d Equipment 0 233,727 190,932 42,795

e Other 0 0 0 0
Total. Add lines 1a throu gh 1e (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10c.) . . » 109,212

Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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Elad'/Il  Investments —Other Securities.

Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X, line 12.

{a) Descnption of secunty or category
(including name of security}

{b) Book value

(c) Method of valuation
Cost or end-of-year market value

(1) Financial denvatives .
(2) Closely-held equity interests .
(3) Other

A

B)

©)

(D)

(E)

R

@)

H)

Total, (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) ine 12.) »

1g@IIl  Investments—Program Related.

Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13.

(a) Descnption of investment

(b} Book value

(c) Method of valuation
Cost or end-of-year market value

(U]

@

(]

(]

(5

{6)

@

{8)

)

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) hne 13) »

Part IX Other Assets.

Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 11d. See Form 990, Part X, line 15.

(a) Descnption (b) Book value
(1) _Conservation easements 838
(2) Mineral rights 2
(3) Water rights 1
4
(5}
{6)
(7)
{8)
{9)
Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 15.) . . > 841

Other Liabilities.

Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f. See Form 990, Part X,

line 25,

1. {a) Description of habifity (b) Book value ‘
(1) Federal income taxes }
2) Payroll liabilities (insurance premium payment) 3,381 ‘
3) ,
4
{5)

(6)

(N “
®) \
© )

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) lne 25) » 3,381 ;

2. Liability for uncertain tax positions. In Part Xill, provide the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that reports the
organization’s hiability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 {ASC 740). Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part Xl []

Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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94l Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

Page 4

1 Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements . . e e 1
2 Amounts included on hne 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIll, ine 12:

a Net unreahzed gains (losses) on investments . . . . . . . . 2a

b Donated services and use of facilites . . . . . . . . . . . [ 2b

¢ Recoveriesofprioryeargrants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . |2

d Other (Descrnibe in Part Xill.) . . . O -« |

e Addlines 2athrough2d . . . . . . . e
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 .o e e e e e 3
4  Amounts included on Form 990, Part Vill, I|ne 12 but not on I|ne 1

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIll, line7b . . | 4a

b Other DescnbeinPartXiy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . |4b

¢ Addines4aand4b . . . e e 4c
5 Total revenue. Add lines 3 and 4c (T h/s must equal Form 990 Partl Ilne 12 ) Lo 5

1@ Il Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part 1V, line 12a.

1 Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements . Coe e . o 1
2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25:

a Donated services and use of facilities . . e e . | 2a

b Prioryearadjustments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . |l2b

¢ Otherlosses . . . .. e e e e e 2c

d Other (Describe in Part XIII ) Co e e . . |l2d L

e Addlnes?2athrough2d . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . . L. e . .. 2
3 Subtract line 2e fromlined1 . . . . .. L. . .. 3
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, Ilne 25 but not on I|ne 1

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part Vill, line7b . . | 4a

b Other (Describe in Part XIll.) . . e 1)

¢ Addlines4aand4b . . . Coe e 4c
5 Total expenses. Add lines 3 and 4c (ThlS must equal Form 990 Partl //ne 18. ) e 5

DI} Supplemental Information.
Provide the descriptions required for Part ll, ines 3, 5, and 9; Part |ll, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V, line 4; Part X, line
2; Part X, ines 2d and 4b; and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information.

PART ll, Line 3 (conservation easement modifications): Of the total 838 conservation easements held by MLR at the end of 2016, six (6)

easement documents were modified (less than 1%). The purposes of the one (1) correction, one (1) Ratification and Amendment of Deed of

Conservation Easement, and four (4) Restatement of Deed of Conservation Easement and Grant Deed of Conservation Easement on

Additional Lands documents were to correct errors or omissions that occurred when an easement was drafted, to further restrict the property

subject to the easement (removal of permitted rights to build and transfer portions of the property), to add additional lands to the easement

property, and to eliminate ambiquities in easement terms that could have led to enforcement challenges by updating outdated conservation

easement language. All six of the easement modifications also secured the landowners' ratification of the terms and conditions of the

conservation values and purposes of the original easements. As an accredited land trust, MLR followed rigorous conservation easement

amendment policies to ensure perpetual protection of the conservation values and to avoid conferral of prohibited private benefit and

inurement, all in accordance with national standards and practices as recommended by the Land Trust Alliance.

Schedule D (Form 990) 2016
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Page S
ETs@{[|M Supplemental Information (continued)

Correction:

1) Reints Property - This easement was originally recorded on Auqust 26, 2016, as Document No. 168516 Records, in the public records

protects river frontage and a portion of the famed O'Dell Spring Creek. The easement was corrected by that certain Correction of Deed of

Conservation Easement recorded on November 10, 2016, as Document No. 169690 Records, pubic records of Madison County. The correction

was necessary to record Exhibit E (which was erroneously not attached to the original recorded document) in the public records.

Amendment:

2) Hutchins Property -- This 92-acre property was protected by a Deed of Conservation Easement originally recorded on December 10, 2015,

as_Document No. 301635, Book 1 Recordings, Page 84121, records of Sanders County, Montana. In that original easement document, the

landowner retained the right to construct two new residential dwelling units and to transfer the property in two parcels. The Ratification

and Amendment of Deed of Conservation Easement, recorded on December 27, 2016, as Document No. 305031, Book 1 Recordings, Page

86932, records of Sanders County, Montana, removed the right to_ construct one of the residential dwelling units and removed the transfer

December 24, 2002, as Document No, 3207417, records of Yellowstone County, Montana, Since that time, the landowner. purchased an

adjacent 33-acre parcel that connected his northern boundary to the Yellowstone River, and was bordered on the east by a public access

site and camping area administered by the State of Montana. The easement was restated to incorporate the 33 acres into the existing 80

acres under protection -- the 113 acres must transfer as one parcel only, and no structures are permitted outside of an established building

envelope on the original 80-acre parcel. The removal of any construction rights on the 33-acre parcel was key to protection of this area

for the public_using the adjacent camping area,

(Please see Schedule O for continued answers to this Schedute D).
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(‘;. Supplemental Information Regarding Fundraising or Gaming Activities | OMB No 1545-0047
SCHE-DULE Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part [V, line 17, 18, or 19, or if the

{Form 990 or 990-EZ) organization entered more than $15,000 on Form 990-EZ, line 6a. 2 @ 1 6
Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service | » Information about Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection

Name of the orgarzation Employer identification number

THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262

Fundraising Activities. Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 17.
Form 990-EZ filers are not required to complete this part.
1 Indicate whether the organization raised funds through any of the following activities. Check all that apply.

a [ Mail solicitations e [ Solcitation of non-government grants
b [ Internet and emal solicitations f [J Solicitation of government grants

¢ [J Phone solcitations g [ Special fundraising events

d [ In-person solicitations

2a Did the organization have a written or oral agreement with any individual (including officers, directors, trustees,
or key employees listed in Form 990, Part VIi) or entity in connection with professional fundraising services? [ Yes [] No

b If “Yes,” list the 10 highest paid individuals or entities (fundraisers) pursuant to agreements under which the fundraiser is to be
compensated at least $5,000 by the organization

o Amount paid to .
- (ni) Did fundraiser have . v (vi) Amount paid to
(iy Name and addfress of individual (1i} Activity custody or control of ('v)fgﬁs:crt?\zgpts fu(ﬁérﬁﬁ?ﬁgt:é”,n (or retained by)
or entity (fundraiser) contributions? ) organization

Yes No

10

Total . . . . »

3  List all states in which the organization is registered or licensed to solicit contributions or has been notified it is exempt from
registration or licensing.

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 50083H Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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Fundraising Events. Complete if the organization answered “Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 18, or reported more

than $15,000 of fundraising event contributions and gross income on Form 990-EZ, lines 1 and 6b. List events with
gross receipts greater than $5,000.

(a) Event #1

(b) Event #2

(c) Other events

(d) Total events

GY - Aq Forum Bigfork - Ag Forum Biocontrol Event (aad °°é°§a)(c;;"°“9h
{event type) (event type) (total number)
2
©t1 1 Grossreceipts . 5,050 23,500 7,750 36,300
i
2 Less: Contributions 5,050 23,500 7,750 36,300
3 Gross income (line 1 minus
line 2) . 0 0 0 0
4 Cash prizes . 0 0 0 0
5 Noncash prizes 0 0 0 0
713
2| 6 Rent/facility costs . 325 500 0 825
g
G| 7 Foodand beverages . 1,881 488 72 2,441
3
5 8  Entertainment 0 0 0 0
9  Other direct expenses 1,708 2,496 281 4,485
10  Direct expense summary. Add lines 4 through 9 in column (d) > 7,751
11 Net income summary. Subtract line 10 from line 3, column (d) > (7,751)

than $15,000 on Form 990-EZ, line 6a.

Gaming. Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 19, or

reported more

(b) Pull tabs/instant

{d) Total gaming (add

§ (a} Bingo bingo/progressive bingo {c) Other gaming col (a) through col (c))
g
Q
T | 1  Gross revenue .
#1 2 Cashpnzes .
2| 3 Noncash prizes
wi
§ 4  Rent/facility costs .
()
5  Other direct expenses
O Yes %I Yes % 0O Yes %
6 Volunteer labor . ] No [J No 0 No
7  Direct expense summary. Add lines 2 through 5 in column (d) | 4
8 Net gaming income summary. Subtract line 7 from line 1, column (d) |
9  Enter the state(s) in which the organization conducts gaming activities:
a Is the organization licensed to conduct gaming activities in each of these states? [d Yes [1 No
b If “No,” explain:
10a Were any of the organization’s gaming licenses revoked, suspended, or terminated during the tax year? [0 Yes [ No
b If “Yes,” explain.

Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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13
a

b
14

15a

16

17

b

ﬁ Schedule G (Forn 990 or 990-E2) 2016 Page 3

* Does the organization conduct gaming activities with nonmembers? . .. O Yes O No
Is the organization a grantor, beneficiary or trustee of a trust, or a member of a partnershlp or other entity

formed to administer charitable gaming? . . . S - . . . . . . . . .+ . . . . [dYes[Neo
Indicate the percentage of gaming activity conducted in:

The organization’s facility . . . e e e e O R ] %
An outside facility o 13b %

Enter the name and address of the person who prepares the orgamzatlon s gamlng/spemal events books and
records:

Name P

Address »

Does the organization have a contract with a third party from whom the organization receives gaming

revenue? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .« . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . ... [OYesOdNo
If “Yes,” enter the amount of gaming revenue received by the organizaton» § and the

amount of gaming revenue retained by the third party» ¢

If “Yes,” enter name and address of the third party:

Name P

Address P

Gaming manager information:

Name >

Gaming manager compensation»  $

Description of services provided P

[ Director/officer CJEmployee [Jindependent contractor

Mandatory distributions.

Is the organization required under state law to make charitable distributions from the gaming proceeds to

retain the state gaming license? . . - .« « « . . [1JYes O No
Enter the amount of distributions required under state Iaw to be dlstrlbuted to other exempt organizations or

spent in the organization’s own exempt activities during the tax year »  §

CUdld Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part |, line 2b, columns (jii) and (v); and

Part lll, lines 9, 9b, 10b, 15b, 15c¢, 16, and 17b, as applicable. Also provide any additional information.
See instructions

Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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SCHEDULE L Transactions With Interested Persons |_OMBNo 1545-0047

{Form.990 or 990-EZ)| » complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 25a, 25b, 26, 27, 28a, 2@ 1 6
28b, or 28c, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 38a or 40b.

Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open To Public
Internal Revenue Service » Information about Schedule L (Form 990 or 930-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number

THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262

Excess Benefit Transactions (section 501(c)(3), section 501(c){4), and 501(c)(29) organizations only).
Complete If the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part 1V, line 25a or 25b, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 40b.

lat
1 (a) Name of disqualified person (b) Relationship be;\r'vgzen?zg'tfg: alified person and (c) Descnption of transaction

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
2 Enter the amount of tax incurred by the organization managers or disqualified persons dunng the year
under section 4858. . . . . . . . . >3

3  Enter the amount of tax, if any, on line 2, above, reimbursed by the organizaton . . . . . . . . » §

(d) Corrected?

Yes | No

m Loans to and/or From Interested Persons.
Complete If the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 38a or Form 990, Part IV, line 26; or if the
organization reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 5, 6, or 22.

(a) Name of interested person | (b) Relationship | (c) Purpose of (d) Loan to or (e) Onginal (f) Balance due |[(g} In default?| (h) Approved | (i) Wnitten
with organization loan from the principal amount by board or | agreement?
organization? committee?

To From Yes | No | Yes | No | Yes | No

1)
(2
3)
@
(5)
(6
@
(8)
9)
(10)
Total . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .8 |

Grants or Assistance Benefiting Interested Persons.
Complete if the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part [V, line 27.

(a) Name of interested person (b} Relationship between interested |{c) Amount of assistance (d) Type of assistance (e) Purpose of assistance
person and the organization

(1)
2)
_3)
9
_5)
_(6)
)
(8)
(9)
(10)
Far Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 50056A Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016




Schedule L (Formt 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 Page 2
Business Transactions Involving Interested Persons.
Complete If the organization answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part 1V, line 28a, 28b, or 28c.
(a) Name of interested person (b) Relationship between (c) Amount of (d) Descnption of transaction {e) Shanng of
interested person and the transaction organization’s
organization revenues?
Yes | No
(1) _Montana Land Reliance Foundation support org to MLR $36,000]|accounting services per Intercor- Y
(2) porate Services Agreement
(3) $482,908 [ Grant request to cover costs of v
(4) MLR's operations, monitoring/
(5) enforcement of easements, and
(6) education & outreach activities
0]
(8) Ruby Habitat Foundation support org to MLR $6,000|investment services per Intercor- v
(9) porate Services Agreement.
(10)

Supplemental Information
Provide additional information for responses to questions on Schedule L (see instructions).

There are two current members of MLR's Board of Directors who serve on the Board of Directors of the Montana Land Reliance Foundation --

Carol Bibler and Jerry Townsend. These _two individuals provide oversight of the funds that MLR invests in the Foundation to further its

conservation efforts across the state of Montana. Three members of the Foundation's Board of Directors are not members of MLR's

Board of Directors and provide additional oversight of the investment funds.

Through an Intercorporate Services Agreement, MLR provides accounting/bookkeeping and administrative support to the Montana Land

Reliance Foundation. In 2016 these services amounted to $36,000.

In 2016, the Montana Land Reliance Foundation's Board of Directors approved a grant request from MLR in the amount of $482,908 to cover

MLR's costs related the monitoring/enforcement of the 838 conservation easements currently held by the organization and costs related

to education and outreach activities to the general public and other organizations and government agencies.

MLR staff provides, through an Intercorporate Services Agreement, investment and tracking support to the Ruby Habitat Foundation. The

resident of MLR's Board of Directors and two of the Managing Directors_of MLR serve on the Board of Directors of the Ruby Habitat

Foundation to provide oversight.

Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016



SCHEDULE M

Noncash Contributions | oM o 1ses-00a7
(Form 990) 2 @ 1 6
» Complete if the organizations answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, lines 29 or 30.
Department of the Treasury > Attach to Form 990. Open to Public
Intemal Revenue Service » Information about Schedule M (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262
Types of Property
a b G d
Chsac)k if | Number of c(or)1tr|but|ons or :g&anst: f::;rr'tzzt'g: Method of(d)etermlnlng
applicable items contributed Form 990, Part VIll, iine 1g noncash contribution amounts
1 Art—Works of art
2  Art—Historical treasures .
3 Art—Fractional interests .
4 Books and publications
5 Clothing and household
goods . .
6 Cars and other vehicles
7 Boats and planes
8 Intellectual property
9  Securities—Publicly traded . . v 8 71,163 | market quotation
10  Securities —Closely held stock .
11 Secunties—Partnership, LLC,

or trust interests

12  Securities—Miscellaneous

13 Qualified conservation
contribution—Historic
structures .

14  Qualified conservation
contribution—Other . . . v 13

13|valued @ $1.00/each

15 Real estate—Residential

16 Real estate—Commercial

17 Real estate—Other

18 Collectibles

19 Food inventory

20 Drugs and medical supplies .

21  Taxidermy

22 Historical artifacts .

23  Scientific specimens

24 Archeological artifacts

25 Other » ( mileage ) v 1 269|federal mileage rate
26  Other > ( services ) v 4 6,270| vendor invoices
27 OtherP» ( )
28  Other» (
29 Number of Forms 8283 received by the organization during the tax year for contributions for
which the organization completed Form 8283, Part IV, Donee Acknowledgement . . . . . 29 )
Yes| No
30a During the year, did the organization receive by contribution any property reported in Part I, lines 1 through
28, that it must hold for at least three years from the date of the initial contribution, and which isn't required |
to be used for exempt purposes for the entire holding penod? 30a v
b If “Yes,” describe the arrangement in Part Ii.
31 Does the organization have a gift acceptance policy that requires the review of any nonstandard
contributions? e e
32a Does the organization hire or use third parties or related organizations to solicit, process, or sell noncash
contributions? 32a v

b If “Yes,” describe in Part Il.

33 If the organization didn't report an amount in column (c) for a type of property for which column (a) 1s checked,
describe in Part Il

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 512274 Schedule M (Form 990) (2016)



Schedule M (For 990) (2016) Page 2

Supplemental Information. Provide the information required by Part |, lines 30b, 32b, and 33, and whether
the organization is reporting in Part I, column (b), the number of contributions, the number of items received,
or a combination of both. Also complete this part for any additional information.

Schedule M (Form 990) (2016)



SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ | omBNo 1545.0047

(Form.990 or 990-EZ) Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on
Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information. 2@ 1 6
Open to Public

Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ.
Internal Revenue Service » Information about Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number

THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262

land projects, completed conservation easements (donated), and purchased conservation easements: general land project planning/ease-

ment discussions - 255,676; Engwis - 3,471; Brokaw (Rick) - 2,618; Gainey - 1,347; Dale Il - 832; Gross - 29; 44 Ranch - 8,795; ABN Ranch;

371; Swindlehurst - 195; Shoco Ranch - 5,550; Breitenstein - 891; Camas Creek Ranch - 871; Keeling il - 564; Navratil - 1,747; Brenneman -

2,660; Mountain Hi Ranch - 1,852; Binkerd - 20; Reints - 6,429; Arthun (David) - 34; Smith (Troy) Il - 1,104; Weaver Land - 78; Weaver Cattle -

1,828; Circle 3 Ranch Il - 1,731; Watson (Tom) - 209: Hazelwood - 357; Grewell - 40; Gruel Il - 1,100; Huempfner IV - 596: Deschamps - 8,152;

Lehfeldt - 12: Raths - 281; Bradac - 486; Ritchey - 422; Diamond T Ranch - 307; Coulter {David) - 706; Woosley - 6; Coles - 522: Lee (Duane) Il -

687; Gilleon IV - 1,805, Yellowstone Club - 1,890; Gustafson - 186; Borman VI - 463; Switchback Ranch V - 305; Dry Creek Ranch - 1,150;

J & L Livestock - 511; James (Pete) - 324; Rahr - 171; Smith_(Jane) - 5,131; James - 471. Uncollectible project accounts - 4,600;

Easement purchases: Reints - 200,000; Gainey - 2,450,000; Navratil - 69,000; Brenneman - 292,500; 44 Ranch - 1,875,000; and Brokaw -

36,108,

stewardship, monitoring, and enforcement of the 838 conservation easements held by MLR amounted to $488,327. MLR granted $153,450

to the Montana Land Reliance Foundation as_noted on Form 990, Page (l|, line 4b. The remaining $334,877 covered the costs of the Lands

Manager, one full-time land steward, and 14 seasonal land stewards (salaries/benefits - 264,239; printing - 323; rent - 5,141; equipment - 3,144;

insuranceflicensing - 3,042; telephone - 1,176; contract - 7,470; legal - 20,231; postage/supplies - 4,387; travel/per diem - 25,724). Stewardship

and monitoring activities carried out by these staff involves visiting each easement property on an annual basis to insure that the terms of

the conservation easement are being upheld.

PART lll, Line 4c (specific expenditures related to outreach and education activities). Expenditures related to MLR's outreach and education

activities in 2016 amounted to $392,996, including: _General outreach/education activities to landowners, attorneys, accountants, government

agencies, etc., - $250,103; publication materials (brochures, annual reports, etc.) - 34,013; memberships and outreach to state, regional,

and national land conservation/agricultural organizations, etc. - 56,033; accreditation by the national Land Trust Alliance - 9,711; state/national

Foundation) - 42,136.
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat No 51056K Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016)




Schedule O (Forrh 990 or 990-E2) (2016)

Page 2
Name cf the organization

Employer identification number
THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81-0369262

PART VI, Section B, Line 11a: MLR's annual Form 990 is drafted by staff, reviewed by legal counsel, and then distributed to MLR's Board of

audit process. Should the drafting of the Form 990 be delayed, leaving insufficient time for the full Board's review, the MLR Financial

Committee is authorized to review and approve the submittal.

PART VI, Section B, Line 12¢: MLR's conflict of interest policy covers all employees, board members, members of the council of trustees,

major donors, and individuals such as independent contractors or former employees who might have access to inside information (conflicted

parties) and references conflicted parties’ spouses, domestic partners, parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, siblings, or business

entities (related parties). Conflicted parties must disclose the material facts of the transaction and his/her interest to the full Board/staff prior

to any discussion, and shall not vote on or be present for the discussion of an Issue. Potential conflicts of interest are documented in Board

minutes and discussed with legal counsel if necessary. In accordance with Montana law, a transaction with a conflicted party may

only be authorized, approved, or ratified if the transaction received the affirmative vote of a majority of the Directors who have no direct or.

and agrees to comply in all respects with MLR's conflict of interest policy.

PART VI, Section B, line 15a and 15b: The salaries of all MLR employees are determined by the Board of Directors, after consideration of any

recommendations received from the Management Team and the Board's Compensation_ and Evaluation Committee and are based upon their

review of salary/benefit surveys conducted on other conservation organizations across the country. These surveys are conducted annually

that take into consideration the Social Security Administration's cost-of-living calculations. The Compensation and Evaluation Committee

has the authority to revise proposed salary packages if they determine that is necessary/warranted. The annual salary packages (along with

recommendations from the Compensation and Evaluation Committee) are presented to and discussed with the full Board of Directors for

final approval on an annual basis.

Part VI, Section C, Line 19: MLR provides its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and audited financial statements to the

general public upon request at no cost.

Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016)
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Name of the organization Employer Identification Number

THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81 : 0369262

PART IX, Line 24 (Other expenses)

Other expense listed on line 24 include equipment expenses (12,697) that relate to vehicle and other equipment maintenance, reparrs, etc ,

uncollectible accounts (4,600) are expenditures related to old project accounts where the easements were not completed and the information

collected/obtained Is no longer applicable (landowners are billed for these costs, but some do not pay because the conservation easement

did not get completed), acquisitions (4,922,608) were the purchase amounts of the six conservation easements that were purchased in

2016 (see detall above In response to Part I, Line 4a), uncategonzed expense (758) -- discrepancy that was found during the annual audit

and determined to be "immatenal” ( 03% of the total assets)

SCHEDULE D, Part Il, Line 3 (conservation easement modifications - continued)

4) Circle 3 Ranch -- This 1,855-acre property lies just north of the town of Dillon, Montana The ongina! 1,323-acre ranch was protected by a

Deed of Conservation Easement recorded on December 18, 2013, as Document No 280666, Book 379, Page 1348-1376, records of

Beaverhead County, Montana. The Restatement of Deed of Conservation Easement and Grant Deed of Conservation Easement

on Additional Lands protected an additional 531 acres that the landowner purchased since the onginal donation in 2013 These two new

parcels border the existing easement property to the north and to the south and protect an additional 4 5 miles of river and stream frontage

The property in total can now transfer only in two parcels (one of which will be stnctly for open space and agricultural purposes, there are no

residential building rights on one of these two parcels).

5) Switchback Ranch -- This 16,728-acre ranch 1s located in the Stillwater River Valley near Red Lodge, Montana The onginal 15,763

acres was protected via a Restatement of Deeds of Conservation Easement and Grant Deed of Conservation Easement on Additional

Lands recorded on December 24, 2014, as Document No 360612 Easements, records of Stillwater County, Montana, and recorded on

December 26, 2014, as Instrument File #360132, and rerecorded on December 30, 2014, as Instrument File #360146, records of Carbon

County, Montana The landowner subsequently purchased 960 acres that was adjacent to the main ranch property The Grant Deed of

Conservation Easement on Additional Lands and Ratification of Previous Restated Deed of Conservation Easement, recorded on

December 27, 2016, as Instrument File #368607, records of Carbon County, Montana, and recorded on December 27, 2016, as Document

#367457 Easements, records of Stillwater County, Montana The 2016 easement incorporated the newly purchased 960-acre

parcel into the main ranch parcel of the onginal restated easement.

6) Gilleon Property -- This 1,995 acre property lies just northeast of the town of Cascade, Montana. The Restatement of Deeds of

Conservation Easement and Grant Deed of Conservation Easement on Additional Lands consolidated four previously recorded Deeds of

Conservation Easement that were granted on the property: 1) Deed of Conservation Easement recorded on December 17, 1996, as Reel

288, Document 1335; 2) Deed of Conservation Easement recorded on December 21, 2001, as Document #R0019843; 3) Deed of

Conservation Easement recorded on December 24, 2007, as Document #R0163872 ES; and 4) Deed of Conservation Easement

recorded on December 21, 2001, as Document #R0019844, all in the records of Cascade County, Montana. The current landowner now

owns all four easement properties and has also purchased an additional 119-acre property that 1s adjacent to the existing properties.

The restatement and grant permanently eiminated the landowners nght to construct two residences, reduced the number of tracts

that could be separately transferred from 11 to 3, added the 119 acres into the protected block, and reaffimed, restated, and strengthened the

prior conservation easements




Scheduls O (Form 990) 2014

Page 4

Name of the organization Employer Identification Number

THE MONTANA LAND RELIANCE 81 : 0369262

SCHEDULE D, Part Il, Line 9:

Conservation easements are recorded by MLR as in-kind donations with a value of $1 each. By a resolution of the Board of Directors,

MLR values all conservation easements held at a nominal amount of $1 due to the fact that said easements cannot be sold, transferred,

or borrowed against. Expenses incurred in "bargain" purchases of easements and other in-house expenses related to completion of

conservation easement are expensed out in the year of the purchase and/or donation The following is the text of the footnote used in MLR's

annual audited financial statements. "MLR has acquired conservation easements from various contributors. Conservation easements

represent rights to restrict use of certain properties By accepting the easement contribution, MLR commits to protecting the

easement restrictions in perpetuity The easements have no market value in the hands of MLR. MLR can assign the easements only to

another qualified conservation organization Accordingly, they are represented in the financial statements at a nominal value of one

dollar per easement Purchased easements are expensed."

SCHEDULE D, Part V, Lines 3 and 4:

The Montana Land Reliance Foundation, Inc , was established to hold assets in support of The Montana Land Reliance (MLR) as a

related 509(a)(3) support organization One of the funds that 1s currently held by and overseen by the Foundation is the Conservation

Fund, which has two subfunds, the "Genera! Conservation Fund" and the "Traditions Fund" The Conservation Fund 1s an endowment fund

General Conservation Fund The General Conservation Fund provides a source of revenue to MLR for outreach to landowners for land

conservation projects, and research, public outreach, and education on private land conservation The present value of any contributions

to the Fund 1s not expended as required by Montana Administrative Rule 42 15.507(6) and any successor provisions The corpus may

not be used Any grant requests to the Foundation from MLR must be authorized by the Foundation's Board of Directors.

Traditions Fund The Traditions Fund provides a steady source of revenue to MLR for bridge capital for property acquisitions, for option

purchases for all or a portion of a threatened property to be resold to a conservation buyer, or for conservation easement purchases

The corpus of the fund may not be used Any grant requests to the Foundation from MLR must be authorized by the Foundation's

Board of Directors.
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Schedule R (Form 990) 2016

Part VII Supplemental Information.
a Provide additional information for responses to questions on Schedule R. See Instructions.

Page 5

PARTII, Line 1:

PART ll, Line 2:

The Montana Land Reliance Foundation is a 501(c)(3) (public charity status - 509(a)(3)) the purpose of which is to provide services and

financial assistance to MLR, and to hold assets in support of the programs administered by MLR.

PARTYV, Line 1b:

MLR granted $153,450 to the Montana Land Reliance Foundation to be invested to generate income for MLR's operations and stewardship

and monitoring activities related to its conservation work across the state of Montana.

PART YV, Line 1c:

MLR received a grant from the Montana Land Reliance Foundation in the amount of 482,908 to cover costs related to its education and

outreach activities, and to the stewardship, monitoring, and enforcement of the 838 conservation easements MLR currently holds.

PART YV, Line 1l:

MLR received $36,000 from the Montana Land Reliance Foundation per the Intercorporate Services Agreement executed by the two

entities for accounting/administrative services. MLR also received $6,000 from the Ruby Habitat Foundation, another support organization

to MLR, per the Intercorporate Services Agreement those two entities executed for investment/accounting services.

PART YV, Line1q:

The Montana Land Reliance Foundation reimbursed MLR for its portion of directors' liability insurance ($1,214), filing of its annual report

with the State of Montana ($20), and the Foundation Director's costs for lodging/meals during MLR's Annual Meeting ($556). The total

reimbursement was $1,790.

The Ruby Habitat Foundation reimbursed MLR for its portion of directors' liability insurance ($1,214), Directors' costs for lodging/meals

MLR's Annual Meeting ($832), and for maps MLR staff generated for the Ranch ($55). The total reimbursement was $2,101
Schedule R (Form 990) 2016




