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Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

foundations)

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax

Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private

B Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public
I Information about Form 990 and its instructions 1s at www.IRS.gov/form990

OMB No 1545-0047

2015

Open to Public

Inspection

A For the 2015 calendar year, or tax year beginning 01-01-2015

B Check If applicable
I_ Address change

|_ Name change
I_ Initial return

Final
I_ return/terminated

|_ Amended return

I_ Application pending

C Name of organization
The NITA Foundation

% KAY DRAGON

, and ending_j 12-31-2015

D Employer identification number

30-0212513

Doing business as

E Telephone number

Number and street (or P O box if mail i1s not delivered to street address)

1685 38th Street STE 200

Room/suite

(303)953-6800

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code

Boulder, CO 80301

F Name and address of principal officer

KAREN M LOCKWOOD

1685 38TH STREET SUITE 200

BOULDER,CO 80301

G Gross recelpts $ 400,273

H(a) Is this a group return for
subordinates?

H(b) Are all subordinates
included?
If "No," attach a list (see Instructions)

[TYes [ No
[“Yes| No

I Tax-exempt status

¥ s01(0)(3) [~ 501(c) ( ) A (nsert no )

[T a947(a)(1) or [ 527

H(c) Group exemption number &

J Website:» WWW NITA ORG

K Form of organization |7 Corporation |_ Trust |_ Association |_ Other =

L Year of formation 2003 | M State of legal domicile DC

Summary

1Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities
TO RAISE FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES and to carry out the CHARITABLE AND EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES OF THE
national Institute of TRIAL ADVOCACY (NITA), also a qualified charity
g
=
% 2 Check this box M If the organization discontinued Its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets
&
j 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) 3 6
x 4 Number of iIndependent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line1b) . . . . . 4 5
g 5 Total number of Individuals employed in calendar year 2015 (Part V, line 2a) 5 0
-8 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate If necessary) 6 5
7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12 7a 0
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34 7b
Prior Year Current Year
8 Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line 1h) 144,935 157,685
% 9 Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 29g) 0 0
% 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3,4,and 7d) 109,512 242,588
= 11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), ines 5, 6d,8c¢c,9¢c,10c,and 11e) 0 0
12 'Il'gt)al revenue—add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 254 447 400,273
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3) 124,120 237,783
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) 0 0
$ 15 ?illagl;as,othercompensatlon,employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 26,101 14,530
% 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e) . 0 0
E b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) w2494 _—
17 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24e) 51,845 17,850
18 Total expenses Add lines 13-17 (must equal PartIX, column (A), line 25) 202,066 270,163
19 Revenue less expenses Subtractline 18 from line 12 52,381 130,110
E g Beginning of Current Year End of Year
%ﬁ 20 Total assets (Part X, line 16) 3,526,367 3,388,868
E'E 21 Total habilities (Part X, line 26) 279,412 335,479
EE 22 Net assets or fund balances Subtractline 21 from line 20 3,246,955 3,053,389

m Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of
my knowledge and belief, it Is true, correct, and complete Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which
preparer has any knowledge

Sign ’
Here ’

F KK KKK

2016-08-15

Signature of officer

KAREN M LOCKWOOD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Date

Type or prnint name and title

Pnnt/Type preparer's name
Rita F Worster CPA

Preparer's signature
Rita F Worster CPA

Date

Check [~ i PTIN
self-employed P00290681

Paid

Firm's name ® BKD LLP Firm's EIN
Preparer

Firm's address B 111 South Tejon Suite 800 Phone no (719) 471-4290
Use Only

Colorado Springs, CO 809039848

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see Iinstructions) . Yes[ No
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Cat No 11282Y Form990(2015)



Form 990 (2015) Page 2

m Statement of Program Service Accomplishments
Check If Schedule O contains a response ornote toany ineinthisPartIII . . . . v W v W v o .« . . I
1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission

THE NITA FOUNDATION, A QUALIFIED CHARITY,IS DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES FORTHE BENEFIT OF ANDTO
CARRY OUT THE CHARITABLE AND EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR TRIALADVOCACY (NITA)
WHICH IS ALSO A QUALIFIED CHARITY IN THE FURTHERANCE OF ITS MISSION, THE NITA FOUNDATION SHALL PROMOTE AND
SUPPORT ACTIVITIES AIMED AT IMPROVING AND ASSISTING THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN THE COURTS OF THE
UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES THROUGH EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF LAWYERS, PROFESSORS OF LAW, AND LAW
STUDENTS IN PARTICULAR, THE NITA FOUNDATION HELPS FURTHER THE MISSION OF NITA THROUGH THE FOUNDATION'S
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND PUBLIC SERVICE SUPPORT PLAN OUTLINING NITA'S PROGRAMS AND PUBLICATIONS NITA'S
LONG-RANGE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ARETO ENABLE AND ENCOURAGE LAWYERS TO BECOME EFFECTIVE,ETHICAL, AND
PROFESSIONAL ADVOCATES, CREATE AND PROMOTE THE HIGHEST QUALITY PROFESSIONAL AND ETHICAL ADVOCACY
TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS, SUPPORT AND ASSIST THE JUDICIAL S

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on
the prior Form 990 0r990-EZ? . . v v v v 4 e e e e [ Yes [¥ No

If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program
SEIVICES? v v v a e e e e e e e ["Yes [V No

If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O
4 Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by

expenses Section 501(c)(3)and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others,
the total expenses, and revenue, If any, for each program service reported

4da (Code ) (Expenses $ 109,555 including grants of $ 108,100 ) (Revenue $ )

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM THE NITA FOUNDATION PROVIDES SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS TO DEFRAY THE COST OF TUITION ASSOCIATED WITH ATTENDING A NITA
PROGRAM EACH YEAR, THE FOUNDATION SELECTS WORTHY APPLICANTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SERVICE BY REPRESENTING
THE UNDERSERVED, DISENFRANCHISED, AND INDIGENT IN OUR COMMUNITY THE FOUNDATION PROVIDED TUITION ASSISTANCE TO ATTORNEYS WHO COULD NOT
OTHERWISE AFFORD TO ATTEND A NITA PROGRAM SIGNIFICANTLY DISCOUNTED TUITION RATE, MISSION AND NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING IS ALSO
AVAILABLE FOR MOST PUBLIC PROGRAMS

4b (Code ) (Expenses $ 129,683 Including grants of $ 129,683 ) (Revenue $ )

PROGRAM SERVICES THE NITA FOUNDATION SUPPORTS A VARIETY OF PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMS THAT ARE OFFERED FREE OR FOR A REDUCED FEE TO
LAWYERS WORKING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS CHILD ADVOCACY, DEATH PENALTY DEFENSE, TRIBAL ADVOCACY, LEGAL SERVICES, AND INTERNATIONAL RULE OF
LAW THE FOUNDATION PROVIDED A NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE TO ATTORNEYS WORKING IN THE AREA OF CHILD ADVOCACY AS WELL
AS TO THOSE ATTORNEYS WORKING IN DEVELOPING NATIONS TO ADVANCE THE RULE OF LAW AND PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY SERVICE PROGRAMS IN
ADDITION, BOOKS ARE DONATED TO LAWYERS AND ORGANIZATIONS WHICH SERVE UNDER-REPRESENTED SEGMENTS OF OUR POPULATION

4c (Code ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule O )
(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4e Total program service expenses & 239,238

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015)

Page 3
E1d @A Checklist of Required Schedules

Yes No
Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3)or4947(a)(1) (otherthan a private foundation)? If "Yes,” Yes
complete Schedule A ¥ 1
Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors (see Instructions)? E 2 Yes
Did the organization engage in direct or Iindirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to No
candidates for public office? If "Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part I 3
Section 501(c)(3) organizations.
Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501 (h) election In effect during the tax year?
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I] 4 No
Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501 (c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19°? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I1] 5 0
Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the
right to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part I ¥ 6 °
Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, N
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part II 7 °
Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part II1 ¥ 8 °
Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21 for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a
custodian for amounts not listed in Part X, or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt N
negotiation services?If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IV 9 °
Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments,| 10 Yes

10

11

12a

13

14a

15

16

17

18

19

20a

b

permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part V

If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions Is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII,
VIII,IX, or X as applicable

Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10?
If "Yes,"” complete Schedule D, Part VI. &)

Did the organization report an amount for investments—other securities in Part X, line 12 that 1s 5% or more of
Its total assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VII

Did the organization report an amount for investments—program related in Part X, line 13 that 1s 5% or more of
Its total assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VIII

Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that 1s 5% or more of its total assets
reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IX

Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 25? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part X

Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that
addresses the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)?
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X 'E

Did the organization obtain separate, Independent audited financial statements for the tax year?
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Parts XI and XII ¥

Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year?
If "Yes,"” and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional 'E

Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(1n)? If "Yes,” complete Schedule E

Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States?

Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising,
business, iInvestment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments
valued at $100,000 or more? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV .

Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or
for any foreign organization? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV .

Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other
assistance to or for foreign individuals? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV .

Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part
IX, column (A), lines 6 and 11e? If "Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part I (see Instructions)

Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part
VIII, ines 1c and 8a? If "Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part I]

Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If
"Yes," complete Schedule G, Part I1]

Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If "Yes,” complete Schedule H

If"Yes" to line 204, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return?

11a No
11b No
11c No
11d No
1le | Yes

11f No
12a Yes

12b | Yes

13 No
14a No
14b No
15 No
16 No
17 No
18 No
19 No
20a No
20b

Form 990 (2015)



