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Department of the
Treasury

foundations)

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax

Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private

» Do not enter soclal security numbers on this form as 1t may be made public
» Information about Form 990 and its instructions 1s at www IRS gov/form990

Internal Revenue Service

OMB No 1545-0047

A For the 2015 calendar year, or tax year beginning 01-01-2015 , and ending 12-31-2015

2015

Open to Public

Inspection

C Name of organization
B Check if applicable I ™ ooy i iERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC
I_ Address change

% TROY D JOHNSON

I_ Name change
I_ Initial return

|_ Final

Doing business as

13-5562388

D Employer identification number

Number and street (or P O box If mail i1s not delivered to street address)| Room/suite

return/terminated
135 AUBURN AVENUE NE 2ND FLOOR

|_Amended return

E Telephone number

(404)523-0001

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code

I_Appl|cat|on pending
ATLANTA, GA 30303

G Gross receipts $ 8,541,303

F Name and address of principal officer
DR CYRIL K MCGUIRE

135 AUBURN AVENUE NE 2ND FL
ATLANTA,GA 30303

[ 501(c)(3)

H(a)

H(b)
I Tax-exempt status I_ 527

|_ 501(c) ( ) 4 (insert no ) |_4947(a)(1) or

J Website: » www southerneducation org

H(c)

Is this a group return for

subordinates?
No

Are all subordinates

included?

[ vYes [v
[TYes [ No

If"No," attach a list (see instructions})

Group exemption humber »

|7 Corporation I_ Trust I_ Association I_ Other P

K Form of organization

L Year of formation 1867

M State of legal domicile GA

EXEW summary

1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities

PROMOTING EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR DISADVANTAGED RESIDENTS IN THE SOUTHERN UNITED STATES BY

Activities & Govemance

2 Check this box » [ 1f the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets

3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) 3 9
4 Number of iIndependent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b) 4
5 Total number of Individuals employed in calendar year 2015 (Part V, line 2a) 5 13
6 Total number of volunteers (estimate If necessary) 6 9
7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12 7a
b Net unrelated business taxable iIncome from Form 990-T, line 34 7b
Prior Year Current Year
Contributions and grants {(Part VIII, line 1h) 1,470,664 6,696,000
% 9 Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2g) 0 0
%’ 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A}, lines 3,4, and 7d } 1,554,724 672,846
@ 11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A}, lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9¢c,10c,and 11e) 637 1,178
12 Icht)aI revenue—add lines 8 through 11 {(must equal Part VIII, column (A}, line 3,026,025 7,370,024
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), ines 1-3) 755,646 677,688
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) 0 0
2 15 gﬁllagl)es, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A}, lines 1,614,757 1,660,511
%]
E 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e) 0 0
5 b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) » 72,808
17 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24e) 796,746 758,902
18 Total expenses Addlines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A}, line 25) 3,167,149 3,097,101
19 Revenue less expenses Subtract line 18 from line 12 -141,124 4,272,923
w
Sg Beginning of Current Year End of Year
8
R
3; 20 Total assets (Part X, line 16} 23,120,169 26,399,087
;g 21 Total llabilities (Part X, line 26) 59,578 145,866
ZE 22 Net assets or fund balances Subtract line 21 from line 20 23,060,591 26,253,221

m Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of
my knowledge and belief, it Is true, correct, and complete Declaration of preparer (other than officer) 1s based on all information of which

preparer has any knowledge

ki 2016-11-15
Sign Signature of officer Date
Here TROY JOHNSON OFFICER
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date PTIN
. MARC AZAR MARC AZAR Check [ f | pog746804
Pald self-employed
Firm's name # SMITH & HOWARD PC Firm's EIN
Preparer
Firm's address # 271 17TH STREET SUITE 1600 Phone no (404) 874-6244
Use Only
ATLANTA, GA 30363
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions}) . [¥Yes [ No
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Cat No 11282Y Form990(2015)



Form 990 (2015) Page 2
[ZIfEii] Statement of Program Service Accomplishments

Check if Schedule O contains a response or notetoany himeinthisPartIII . . . . . . . . . . . . . .«
1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission

Founded in 1867 as the George Peabody Education Fund, the Southern Education Foundations mission Is to advance equity and excellence In
education for all students in the South, particularly low income students and students of color SEF uses collaboration, advocacy, and
research to improve outcomes from early childhood to adulthood Our core belief is that education is the vehicle by which all students get fair

chances to develop their talents and contribute to the common good

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on
the prior Form 990 0r 990-EZ? . v v & v« e e e e e e e e e e [“Yes [«No
If"Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how 1t conducts, any program
SEIVICES? v v v e e e e e e e e e e [“Yes [/No
If"Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O

4 Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by
expenses Section 501(c})(3)and 501(c){4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others,
the total expenses, and revenue, If any, for each program service reported

4a (Code ) (Expenses $ 2,391,715 including grants of $ 677,688 ) (Revenue $ )

For a summary of our strategies, activities and accomplishments in 2015 follows for each program area, please see continuation on Schedule O

4b (Code ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4c (Code ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4d Other program services {Describe in Schedule O )
(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ }

4e Total program service expenses » 2,391,715

Form 990 (2015)
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Page 3
IEEXSE1 Checklist of Required Schedules

Yes No
Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3)or4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If "Yes," Yes
complete Schedule A %) e 1
Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors (see Instructions)? %) 2 Yes
Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to No
candidates for public office? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I 3
Section 501(c)(3) organizations.
Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election in effect during the tax year?
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I @, .. 4 Yes
Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-197 N
If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part 111 % 5 °
Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the
right to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part I ?:l 6 0
Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, No
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part I EJ 7
Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part 111 % 8 °
Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21 for escrow or custodial account hability, serve as a
custodian for amounts not listed in Part X, or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt N
negotiation services?If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IV =, 9 °
Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments,| 10 Yes
permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part V @,
If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions I1s "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII,
VIII, IX, or X as applicable
Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? v
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VI 11a €s
Did the organization report an amount for investments —other securities 1n Part X, ine 12 thatis 5% or more of No
Its total assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VII 3‘ 11b
Did the organization report an amount for investments —program related in Part X, ine 13 thatis 5% or more of N
Its total assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VIII ?:l 1ic 0
Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that1s 5% or more of its total assets No
reported in Part X, line 167 If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IX 3‘ P . 11d
Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities 1n Part X, ine 25? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X 11e No
@
Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that 11f | ves
addresses the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)?
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X ®,
Did the organization obtain separate, iIndependent audited financial statements for the tax year?
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Parts XI and XII %l 12a | Yes
Was the organization included i1n consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? 12h No
If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional %)
Is the organization a school described in section 170(b}(1)(A)(1)? If "Yes,” complete Schedule E 13 No
Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? 14a No
Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising,
business, investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments
valued at $100,000 or more? If "Yes,”" complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV . 14b No
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A}, line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or N
for any foreign organization? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts IT and IV . 15 °
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A}, line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other N
assistance to or for foreign individuals? If "Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV . 16 °
Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part| 4o No
IX, column (A}, lines 6 and 11e? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part I (see instructions})
Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part
VIII, ines 1c and 8a? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part I 18 No
Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If 19 N
"Yes," complete Schedule G, Part 111 °
Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If "Yes," complete Schedule H 20a No
If"Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? 20b

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015) Page 4
EETTEY Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or 21 Yes
domestic government on Part IX, column (A}, line 1? If "Yes,” complete Schedule I, Paits I and II
22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on Part | 55 N
IX, column (A}, line 2? If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Paits I and III ®, 0
23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization’s v
current and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? If "Yes,” 23 es
complete Schedule J @,
24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond 1ssue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000
as of the last day of the year, that was 1ssued after December 31,20027? If "Yes,”answer lines 24b thiough 24d N
and complete Schedule K If "No,” go to line 25a 24a °
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? b
24
c Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year
to defease any tax-exempt bonds? 24c
d Did the organization act as an "on behalf of" 1ssuer for bonds ocutstanding at any time during the year? 24d
25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations.
Did the organization engage in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person during the year? If "Yes,” 25 N
complete Schedule L, Part I a °
b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior
year, and that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization’s prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? 25b No
If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I
26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current
or former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? 26 No
If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I
27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family 27 No
member of any of these persons? If "Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part I11
28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV
instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions)
a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If “Yes," complete Schedule L,
Part IV e e e . 28a No
b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L,
PartIV . 28b No
¢ An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was N
an officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If "Yes,”" complete Schedule L, Part IV 28c °
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If "Yes," complete Schedule M 29 No
30 Didthe organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified N
conservation contributions? If "Yes," complete Schedule M . 30 °
31 Didthe organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? If “Yes," complete Schedule N, Part I No
31
32 Didthe organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? N
If "Yes," complete Schedule N, Part I 32 °
33 Didthe organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations N
sections 301 7701-2 and 301 7701-3? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part I 33 °
34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part II, III, or IV, 34 N
and Part V, line 1 °
35a Dd the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? 35a No
b If‘Yes’to line 35a, did the organization recelve any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled 35b
entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related N
organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 36 °
37 Didthe organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization N
and that i1s treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI 37 °
38 Didthe organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 19°? v
Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O 38 es

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015) Page 5
Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any lineinthisPartVv.. . . . . . . . . . .[

Yes No
1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096 Enter -0- if not applicable . .| 1a 22
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a Enter -0- if not applicable 1b 0

¢ Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable
gaming (gambling) winnings to prize winners? . . . .+« . w4 e w e e 1c Yes

2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and
Tax Statements, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered

by thisreturn . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 2a 13
b Ifatleastone s reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? 2b Yes
Note.If the sum of lines 1a and 2a I1s greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions)
3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year? . . . 3a No
b If"Yes,”has itfiled a Form 990-T for this year?If "No”to line 3b, provide an explanation in ScheduleO . . . 3b

4a At any time durning the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority
over, a financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial

account)? . . 4a No
b If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country »

See instructions for filing requirements for FINCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts

(FBAR)
5a Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year®> . . 5a No
b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or1s a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 5b No
¢ If"Yes," to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T7

5¢

6a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the 6a No

organization solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions?
b If"Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts

were not tax deductible? . . . . . . . . .00 o 0w e e e e 6b
7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c).
a Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and 7a No

services provided to the payor? PR e
b If"Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? . . . . . 7b
c¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required to

fille Form 82822 . . . . . . .. e e e e e e e e e e e 7c No
d If"Yes,"indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the year . . . . | 7d |
e Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract?

7e No

f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? . . 7f No
g Ifthe organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as

required? . . . . . .o e e e e e e e e e e e 79

h Ifthe organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a
Form 1098-C? . . . . . . .« .+ o +« o« i e e e e e e s 7n

8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.
Did a donor advised fund maintained by the sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time

during the year? . . . . . . ..o o e e e e e e e e e e 8
9a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 4966? . . . 9a
b Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person?® . . . 9b

10 Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter

Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII,line12 . . . 10a
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club 10b
facilities

11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter

Gross Income from members or shareholders . . . . . . . . . 11a
Gross Income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources
against amounts due orreceived from themy) . . . . . . . . . . 11ib
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts.Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 1041°? 12a

b If"Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the

year 12b

13 Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.

a Is the organization licensed to 1ssue qualified health plans in more than one state?Note. See the instructions for

additional information the organization must report on Schedule O 13a
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization 1s required to maintain by the states
in which the organization i1s licensed to Issue qualified health plans . . . . 13b
¢ Enter the amount of reservesonhand . . . . . . . . . . . . 13c
14a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year? . . . . . 14a No
b If"Yes," has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments?If "No," provide an explanation in Schedule O . . 14b

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015) Page 6

m Governance, Management, and Disclosure
For each "Yes" response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response to lines 8a, 8b, or 10b below,
describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.
Check If Schedule O contains a response or notetoany ineinthisPartVl . . . . . . . . . . . . . .+«
Section A. Governing Body and Management

Yes No
1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax 1a 9
year
If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing
body, or if the governing body delegated broad authority to an executive committee
or similar committee, explain in Schedule O
b Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are
independent ib 9
2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any
other officer, director, trustee, or key employee? . . . . . . . . .+ & . ... 2 No
3 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct 3 No
supervision of officers, directors or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person?
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was
filed? . . .. 0o L0 a e e e e e e e e e e e e 4 No
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? . 5 No
6 Did the organization have members or stockholders? . . . . . . . . . .+ . . . . . . 6 No
7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or
more members of the governing body? . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 7a No
b Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members, stockholders,| 7b No
or persons other than the governing body?
8 Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the
year by the following
a The governing body? . . . . . . . . .. a e e e e e e e e 8a | Yes
b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governingbody? . . . . . . . . . . . .| 8b Yes
9 Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the
organization’s mailing address? If "Yes," provide the names and addresses in ScheduleO . . . 9 No
Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)
Yes No
10a Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affilhates? . . . . . . . . . . . . 10a No
b If"Yes," did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters,
affiliates, and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes? 10b
11a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing
theform? . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4« w4 w44 w4 4w 4w . . J11a] Yes
b Describe in Schedule O the process, If any, used by the organization to review this Form 990
12a Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If "No,"gotoline13 . . . . . . . 12a | Yes
b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give
rise to conflicts? . . . . L L L Lo o e e e e e e e e e e e 12b | Yes
c Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If "Yes," describe
in Schedule O how this was done . . . . « . & « « & o« . wa e . 12c | Yes
13 Did the organization have a written whistleblower policy? . . . . . . . . .+ .+ . .+ . . . 13 Yes
14 Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy? . . . . . . . . . 14 Yes
15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by
independent persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?
a The organization’s CEO, Executive Director, or top management offictal . . . . . . . . . . . 15a | Yes
b Other officers or key employees of the organization . . . . . . . . .+ . . . . . . . 15b | Yes
If"Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions)
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate I1n a joint venture or similar arrangement with a
taxable entity during the year? . . . . . . . . . .. oo e 16a No
b If"Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its
participation in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the
organization’s exempt status with respect to such arrangements? . . . . . . . . . . . . 16b

Section C. Disclosure
17 List the States with which a copy of this Form 990 i1s required to be filed®»

, NY
18 Section 6104 requires an organization to make 1ts Form 1023 (or 1024 i1f applicable), 990, and 990-T (501 (c)
(3)s only) available for public inspection Indicate how you made these avallable Check all that apply

[T Own website [ Another's website [« Uponrequest [ Other (explain in Schedule O)
19 Describe in Schedule O whether (and If so, how) the organization made i1ts governing documents, conflict of
interest policy, and financial statements avallable to the public during the tax year

20 State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records
PTROY D JOHNSON 135 AUBURN AVENUE NE 2ND FL ATLANTA, GA 30303 (404)523-0001

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015)

Page 7

m Compensation of Officers, Directors,Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated
Employees, and Independent Contractors
Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII

J

Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees

1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s

tax year

® List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount
of compensation Enter -0- in columns (D}, (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid

® List all of the organization’s current key employees, if any See instructions for definition of "key employee "

® List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee or key employee)
who received reportable compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the

organization and any related organizations

® List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, or highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000
of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations

® List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations

List persons In the following order individual trustees or directors,

compensated employees, and former such persons

institutional trustees, officers, key employees, highest

[T Check this box If neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee

(A) (B) (€) (D) (E) (F)

Name and Title Average Position (do not check Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per more than one box, unless [ compensation | compensation amount of
week (list person Is both an officer from the from related other
any hours and a director/trustee} organization organizations compensation
for related 5 = olx |t T | (W-2/1099- (W-2/1099- from the

organizations [T 2 | 5 |Z |2 25 |2 MISC) MISC) organization
LTSS 3 |3
below =13 | le |S% |3 and related
I'E [S = =3 [« T
dotted line) = = = organizations
RIS = |t o
“ElE] R 2
%n‘ = D 'g
r |z a
I B
T T
o
(1) FRED FRELOW 20
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TRUSTEE 00
(2) ESTHER AGUILERA 20
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TRUSTEE 00
(3) DR ALICE BROWN 20
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TRUSTEE 00
(4) DR SUSAN JOHNSTON 50
............................................................................... X 0 o]
CHAIR, TRUSTEE 00
(5) DICK MOLPUS 20
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TRUSTEE 00
(6) DR WARREN SIMMONS 20
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TRUSTEE 00
(7) MICHAEL NETTLES 20
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TRUSTEE 00
(8) LISA HAMILTON 50
............................................................................... X 0 o]
SECRETARY, TRUSTEE 00
(9) MILTON LITTLE 50
............................................................................... X 0 o]
TREASURER, TRUSTEE 00
(10) STEPHEN SUITTS 550
....................................................................................... X 151,646 35,939
VICE PRESIDENT
o0
(11) TROY D JOHNSON 500
....................................................................................... X 164,000 28,770
CFO/CO0 00
(12) DR CYRIL K MCGUIRE 500
....................................................................................... X 289,000 51,787
CEO 00
(13) TOMEKA HART 500
....................................................................................... X 154,458 4,471
VICE PRESIDENT 00

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015)
m Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)

Page 8

(A) (B) (€) (D) (E) (F)
Name and Title Average Position (do not check Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per more than one box, unless compensation compensation amount of other
week (list person Is both an officer from the from related compensation
any hours and a director/trustee) organization (W- | organizations (W- from the
for related 5 = o> |t T | 2/1099-MISC) 2/1099-MISC) organization and
organizations a 3 :? = |\t 7311,?_,_ 2 related
below == (2 |e |57 |3 organizations
I'E [ = =13 |7« T
dotted line) [ € = 2 v~
a2 o = oo
T 5 = 3
2 - =
e | = |2
T = T
I o ]
I '%
(=N
ib Sub-Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F
¢ Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, SectionA . . . . >
d Total (addlinesiband1c) . . . . . . . . . . . > 759,104 0 120,967
2 Total number of individuals (including but not imited to those listed above) who received more than
$100,000 of reportable compensation from the organization » 4
Yes No
3 Did the organization list any former officer, director or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee
on line 1a? If "Yes,” complete Schedule J for such individual .« « « « &« &« « &« & & & & = No
4 For any individual listed on line 13, 1s the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the
organization and related organizations greater than $150,0007? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such
mdividual « « w4 w4 w w a x x a a a w w xww o aoaoaowoowoow oo oow o | oa | ves
5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for
services rendered to the organization?If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such person « « &« &« « & & & 5 No

Section B. Independent Contractors

1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of
compensation from the organization Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year
(A) (B) (€)
Name and business address Description of services Compensation

2 Total number of iIndependent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than

$100,000 of compensation from the organization » 0

Form 990 (2015)
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Page 9

Part VIIL

Statement of Revenue

Check iIf Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII .. .. . [v
(A) (B) (<) (D)
Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue
exempt business excluded from
function revenue tax under
revenue sections
512-514
@ P 1a Federated campaigns . . 1a
g § b Membershipdues . . . . ib
- Q
O E ¢ Fundraisingevents . . . . 1c
g
s <
b o d Related organizations . . . id
Q=
& £ e Government grants (contributions) ie
_§ f f All other contributions, gifts, grants, and  1f 6,696,000
- o similar amounts not included above
- =
——4 g Noncash contributions included in lines
£0O 1a-1f $
=T
8 g h Total. Add lines La-1f > 6,696,000
1 Business Code
E 2a
3
& b
3 c
; d
£ e
©
5 f All other program service revenue
<
& g Total. Add lines 2a-2f » 0
3 Investment income (including dividends, interest,
and other similar amounts} . 514,925 514,925
4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds , | # 0
Royalties > 0
(1) Real (n}) Personal
6a Gross rents
b Less rental
expenses
¢ Rental iIncome 0] 0
or {loss)
d Netrental income or (loss) » 0
(1) Securities (n) Other
7a Gross amount
from sales of 1,329,200
assets other
than inventory
b Less costor
other basis and 1,171,279
sales expenses
¢ Gain or (loss) 157,921
d Netgainor(loss) > 157,921 157,921
® 8a Gross income from fundraising
= events (not including
3 s
; of contributions reported on line 1¢)
o d See PartIV,line 18
B a
=
6 b Less directexpenses . . . b
¢ Netincome or (loss) from fundraising events . . p 0
9a Gross Income from gaming activities
See Part IV, line 19
a
b Less directexpenses . . . b
c Netincome or (loss) from gaming activities . 0
»
10a Gross sales of Inventory, less
returns and allowances
a
b Less costofgoods sold . . b
¢ Netincome or (loss) from sales of inventory . . p 0
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code
11a OTHER INCOME 900099 1,178 1,178
b
d All other revenue
e Total.Add lines 11a-11d »
1,178
12 Total revenue. See Instructions »
7,370,024 674,024

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015) Page 10
m Statement of Functional Expenses
Section 501(c){(3)and 501(c){4) organizations must complete all columns All other organizations must complete column (A)
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX
Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, (A) Prograg?)semce Managégent and Funélr?smg
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. Total expenses expenses general expenses expenses
1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations and
domestic governments See PartIV, line 21 677,688 677,688
2 Grants and other assistance to domestic
individuals See Part IV, line 22 0
3 Grants and other assistance to foreign organizations, foreign
governments, and foreign individuals See Part IV, lines 15
and 16 0
Benefits paid to or for members 0
5 Compensation of current officers, directors, trustees, and
key employees 885,652 627,798 194,205 63,649
6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified persons
(as defined under section 4958(f)}(1}) and persons
described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) 0
Other salaries and wages 615,152 528,335 86,817
Pension plan accruals and contributions (include section 401 (k)
and 403 (b) employer contributions) 44,733 31,818 12,915
9 Other employee benefits 42,293 30,322 11,971
10 Payroll taxes
72,681 51,248 19,161 2,272
11 Fees for services (non-employees)
a Management 0
b Legal 0
¢ Accounting 31,706 31,706
d Lobbying 0
e Professional fundraising services See PartIV,line 17 0
f Investment management fees 79,610 79,610
g Other(Ifline 11g amount exceeds 10% ofline 25, column (A)
amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule O} 32,067 24,777 7,290
12 Advertising and promotion 0
13 Office expenses 146,819 101,294 44,521 1,004
14 Information technology 21,054 5,383 15,671
15 Royalties 0
16 Occupancy 60,056 42,823 14,772 2,461
17  Travel 201,882 153,018 48,864
18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses for any federal,
state, or local public officials 0
19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings 90,818 88,917 1,901
20 Interest 0
21 Payments to affiliates 0
22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization 52,053 9,890 40,602 1,561
23 Insurance 13,764 9,910 3,303 551
24 Other expenses Itemize expenses not covered above (List
miscellaneous expenses in line 24e Ifline 24e amount exceeds
10% of line 25, column (A) amount, list line 24e expenses on
Schedule O )
a DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS 27,427 8,494 17,623 1,310
b TAXES & LICENSES 1,646 1,646
c
d
e All other expenses
25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e 3,097,101 2,391,715 632,578 72,808
26 Joint costs.Complete this line only If the organization
reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation
Check here » [ if following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720)

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015)

IEZIIEY Balance Sheet

Page 11

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X

i

(A)

(B)
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash-non-interest-bearing o] 1 0
2 Savings and temporary cash investments 243,748 2 1,750,425
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net 551,904 3 4,132,231
4 Accounts receivable, net of 4 0
5 Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors, trustees,
key employees, and highest compensated employees Complete Part Il of
Schedule L P P
0| 5 0
6 Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and
contributing employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c})(9)
voluntary employees' beneficiary organizations (see instructions) Complete Part
%] 1T of Schedule L
I
bys 0 6 0
2 Notes and loans recelvable, net o] 7 0
Inventories for sale or use of 8 0
Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 16,498 9 21,249
10a Land, buildings, and equipment cost or other basis
Complete Part VI of Schedule D 10a 1,457,866
b Less accumulated depreciation 10b 1,234,348 268,364 10c 223,538
11 Investments —publicly traded securities 22,036,875 11 20,268,864
12 Investments—other securities See PartIV, line 11 of 12 0
13 Investments—program-related See PartIV,line 11 of 13 0
14 Intangible assets o 14 0
15 Other assets See PartIV, line 11 2,780 15 2,780
16 Total assets.Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34) 23,120,169 16 26,399,087
17 Accounts payable and accrued expenses 59,578 17 145,866
18 Grants payable 0| 18 0
19 Deferred revenue of 19 0
20 Tax-exempt bond labilities o 20 0
21 Escrow or custodial account hiability Complete Part IV of Schedule D of 21 0
@
Q 22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees,
= key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified
= persons Complete Part IT of Schedule L of 22 0
T
] 23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties of 23 0
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties o 24 0
25 Other hiabilities (including federal iIncome tax, payables to related third parties,
and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24)
Complete Part X of Schedule D
of 25 0
26 Total liabilities.Add lines 17 through 25 59,578 26 145,866
Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here » [, and complete
q"; lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.
2
s 27 Unrestricted net assets 13,907,696 27 11,318,697
<
(oe] 28 Temporarily restricted net assets 8,840,495| 28 14,622,124
z 29 Permanently restricted net assets . 312,400| 29 312,400
. Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here » [ and
o complete lines 30 through 34.
?3 30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds 30
g 31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building or equipment fund 31
f 32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds 32
% 33 Total net assets or fund balances 23,060,591 33 26,253,221
34 Total habilities and net assets/fund balances 23,120,169 34 26,399,087

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015)
[ZIE Reconcilliation of Net Assets

Page 12

Check If Schedule O contains a response or note to any line I1n this Part XI

2l

9

10

Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12)

1 7,370,024
Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A}, line 25)

2 3,097,101
Revenue less expenses Subtractline 2 from line 1

3 4,272,923
Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (A})

4 23,060,591
Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments

5 -1,080,293
Donated services and use of facilities

6
Investment expenses

7
Prior period adjustments

8
Other changes In net assets or fund balances (explain in Schedule O}

9
Net assets or fund balances at end of year Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33,
column (B)) 10 26,253,221

EEITE%i1 Financial Statements and Reporting

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XII

-

2a

3a

Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990 [ cash [« Accrual [ Other
If the organization changed 1ts method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other,” explain in
Schedule O

Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant?
If‘'Yes, check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on
a separate basis, consolidated basis, or both

[~ Separate basis [~ Consoldated basis [~ Both consolidated and separate basis

Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant?
If'Yes, check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate
basis, consolidated basis, or both

[ separate basis [ Consoldated basis [ Both consolidated and separate basis

If"Yes," toline 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight
of the audit, review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an iIndependent accountant?

If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in
Schedule O

As aresult of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the
Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A-133?

If"Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the
required audit or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits

Yes No
2a No
2b Yes
2c Yes
3a No
3b

Form 990 (2015)
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OMB No 1545-0047
SCHEDULE A Public Charity Status and Public Support
(Form 990 or Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section ! 0 1 5
990EZ) 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.
P Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public
P Information about Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at p .
Department of the . Inspection
Treasury www.irs.qgov/form990.
Internal Revenue Service

Name of the organization Employer identification number
SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC

13-5562388

m Reason for Public Charity Status (All organizations must complete this part.) See instructions.
The organization 1s not a private foundation because 1t is (For lines 1 through 11, check only one box )

1 [~ A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).

2 - A school described In section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii).(Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ})

3 ~ A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii).

4 ~ A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the
hospital's name, city, and state

5 ~ An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in section
170(b)(1)(A)(iv). (Complete Part II }

6 [~ A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v).

7 [¢ Anorganization that normally recelves a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public
described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part IT )

8 [ A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) (Complete Part1I)

9 - An organization that normally receives (1) more than 331/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross
receipts from activities related to its exempt functions—subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 331/3% of its support
from gross investment iIncome and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the
organization after June 30, 1975 Seesection 509(a)(2). (Complete Part III )

10 ~ An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety See section 509(a)(4).

11 ~ An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of
one or more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2) See section 509(a)(3). Check
the box in lines 11a through 11d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 11e, 11f,and 11g

a - Type I. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by 1ts supported organization(s), typically by giving the
supported organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting
organization You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

b [~ Type II. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with 1ts supported organization(s), by having control or
management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported organization(s) You
must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

[ [~ Type III functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with, its
supported organization(s) {(see instructions) You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

d [~ Type III non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s) that is
not functionally integrated The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness requirement
(see instructions) You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

e ~ Check this box If the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type I, Type 1I, Type III functionally
integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization

f  Enter the number of supported organizations . .

g Provide the following information about the supported organlzatlon(s)

(i) (ii)EIN (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)
Name of supported organization Type of Is the organization Amount of A mount of other
organization listed In your governing monetary support support (see
(described on lines document? (see instructions) Instructions)
1- 9 above (see
instructions))
Yes No
Total
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990EZ. Cat No 11285F

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015

Page 2

IEETEl support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)
(Complete only If you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part I or If the organization failed to qualify under

Part III. If the organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part III.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year

(or fiscal year beginning in) P

1

6

Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received (Do
not include any unusual grants )
Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and either
paid to or expended on its behalf
The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit
to the organization without
charge

Total. Add lines 1 through 3

The portion of total contributions
by each person (other than a
governmental unit or publicly
supported organization}) included
on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the
amount shown on line 11, column
("

Public support. Subtract line 5
from line 4

(a)2011

(b)2012

(c)2013

(d)2014

(€)2015

(f)Total

2,074,069

615,125

566,209

1,470,664

6,696,000

11,422,067

2,074,069

615,125

566,209

1,470,664

6,696,000

11,422,067

7,228,911

4,193,156

Section B. Total Support

Calendar year

(or fiscal year beginning in) P

7
8

10

11

12
13

Amounts from line 4

Gross Income from interest,
dividends, payments received on
securities loans, rents, royalties
and income from similar sources
Net income from unrelated
business activities, whether or
not the business Is regularly
carried on

Other income Do not include
gain or loss from the sale of
capital assets (Explain in Part
VI)

Total support. Add lines 7
through 10

(a)2011

(b)2012

(€)2013

(d)2014

(e)2015

(f)Total

2,074,069

615,125

566,209

1,470,664

6,696,000

11,422,067

831,459

713,751

558,548

557,185

514,925

3,175,868

70

12,163

1,061

13,294

14,611,229

Gross recelpts from related activities, etc (see instructions)

[ 22 ]

27,092

First five years.If the Form 990 Is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501 (c}(3) organization,

check this box and stop here

»

Section C. Computation of Publi

¢ Support Percentage

14
15
16a

17a

18

Public support percentage for 2015 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f})

Public support percentage for 2014 Schedule A, PartII, ine 14

14

28 698 %

15

32781 %

33 1/3% support test—2015.If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 1s 33 1/3% or more, check this box

and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization
33 1/3% support test—2014.1f the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 1s 33 1/3% or more, check this

box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization
10%-f act s-and-circumstances test—2015.1f the organization did not check a box online 13, 16a,0r 16b, and line 14

I1Is 10% or more, and If the organization meets the facts-and-circumstances test, check this box and stop here. Explain
in Part VI how the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test The organization qualifies as a publicly supported

organization

10%-f act s-and-circumstances test—2014.1f the organization did not check a box online 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and hne
15 1s 10% or more, and If the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test, check this box and stop here.

Explainin Part VI how the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test The organization qualifies as a publicly

supported organization

Private foundation.If the organization did not check a box online 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see

Instructions

>
>

>V

>
>

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015 Page 3

.m Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2)
(Complete only If you checked the box on line 9 of Part I or If the organization failed to qualify under Part
II. If the organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part II.)
Section A. Public Support
Calendar year
(or fiscal year beginning in) P
1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received (Do
not include any "unusual grants ")
2 Gross receipts from admissions,
merchandise sold or services
performed, or facilities furnished
In any activity that is related to
the organization's tax-exempt
purpose
3 Gross recelpts from activities
that are not an unrelated trade or
business under section 513
4 Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and either
paid to or expended on its behalf
5 The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit
to the organization without charge
6 Total. Add lines 1 through 5
7a Amounts included onlines 1, 2,
and 3 received from disqualified
persons
b Amounts included on lines 2 and
3 recelved from other than
disqualified persons that exceed
the greater of $5,000 or 1% of
the amount on line 13 for the year
c Addlines 7aand 7b
8 Public support. (Subtract line 7c¢
from line 6 )
Section B. Total Support

Calendar year
(or fiscal year beginning in) P
9 Amounts from line 6
10a Gross income from interest,
dividends, payments received on
securities loans, rents, royalties
and income from similar sources
b Unrelated business taxable
income (less section 511 taxes)
from businesses acquired after
June 30,1975
¢ Addlines 10a and 10b
11 Net income from unrelated
business activities not included
In line 10b, whether or not the
business i1s regularly carried on

(a)2011 (b)2012 (c)2013 (d)2014 (€)2015 (F)Total

(a)2011 (b)2012 (€)2013 (d)2014 (e)2015 (fF)Total

12 Other income Do notinclude
gain or loss from the sale of
capital assets (Explainin Part
VI)

13  Total support. (Add lines 9, 10c,
11,and 12 )

14  First five years.If the Form 990 1s for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization,
check this box and stop here >
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
15 Public support percentage for 2015 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) 15

16 Public support percentage from 2014 Schedule A, Part III, line 15 16

Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage
17 Investment income percentage for 2015 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)} 17

18 Investmentincome percentage from 2014 Schedule A, Part III, line 17 18

19a 33 1/3% support tests—2015.I1f the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 1s more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 1s not

more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization >
b 33 1/3% support tests—2014.I1f the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 1943, and line 16 1s more than 33 1/3% and line

18 1s not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization >
20 private foundation.If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions » |_

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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m Supporting Organizations

(Complete only If you checked a box online 11 of Part I Ifyou checked 11a of PartI, complete Sections A and B If you checked
11b of Part I, complete Sections A and C Ifyouchecked 11c of PartI, complete Sections A, D, and E Ifyou checked 11d of Part

Page 4

I, complete Sections A and D, and complete PartV }

Section A. All Supporting Organizations

3a

4a

5a

9a

10a

11

Are all of the organization’s supported organizations listed by name in the organization’s governing documents?
If "No," describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated If designated by class or purpose,
describe the designation If historic and continuing 1elationship, explain

Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status under
section 509(a)(1)or (2)?

If "Yes," explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported organization was described in section
509(a)(1) o (2)

Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5}, or (6)?

If "Yes,"answer (b) and (c) below

Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501 (c){4), (5}, or (6} and
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)?
If "Yes,"describe in Part VI when and how the organization made the determination

Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)
purposes?
If "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use

Was any supported organization not organized in the United States ("foreign supported organization”)?
If “Yes”and if you checked 11aor 11b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below

Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign
supported organization?

If “Yes,”describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion despite being contiolled or supervised
by or in connection with its suppoited organizations

Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination under
sections 501(c)}(3)and 509(a)(1)or (2)?

If “Yes,”explain in Part VI what controls the organization used to ensure that all support to the foreign supported
organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) purposes

Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year?

If “Yes,”answer (b) and (c) below (if applicable) Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (1) the names and EIN
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed, (11) the reasons for each such action, (111) the
authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action, and (1v) how the action was
accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document)

Type I or Type II only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already designated In
the organization's organizing document?

Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control?

Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to
anyone other than (a) its supported organizations, {(b) individuals that are part of the charitable class benefited by
one or more of Its supported organizations, or (c) other supporting organizations that also support or benefit one
or more of the filing organization’s supported organizations? If "Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor
(defined In IRC 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35-percent controlled entity
with regard to a substantial contributor? If "Yes,” complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990)

Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7?
If “Yes,” complete Part II of Schedule L (Form 990)

Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more disqualified
persons as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described in section 509
(@)(1)or (2))? If “Yes,”provide detail in Part VI.

Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9(a}) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which the
supporting organization had an interest? If "Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9(a}) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit
from, assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? If "Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of IRC 4943 because of IRC 4943 (f)
(regarding certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type III non-functionally integrated supporting
organizations)? If “"Yes,” answer b below

Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to determine
whether the organization had excess business holdings)

Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?

A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in {(b) and (c) below,

the governing body of a supported organization?

A family member of a person described in (@) above?

c A 35% controlled entity of a person described 1n (a) or (b) above?If "Yes"to a, b, or ¢, provide detail in Part VI

Yes

No

3a

3b

3c

4a

4b

4c

5a

5b

5c

9a

9b

9c

10a

10b

11a

11ib

1ic

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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m Supporting Organizations (continued)
Section B. Type I Supporting Organizations

Yes No
1 Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to regularly
appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees at all times during the tax year?
If "No,” describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the
organization’s activities If the organization had more than one supported organization, describe how the powers to
appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were allocated among the supported organizations and what conditions or
restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year 1
2 Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported organization(s)
that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization?
If “Yes,”explain in Part VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that
operated, supervised or controlled the supporting organization 2
Section C. Type II Supporting Organizations
Yes No
1 Were a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors or
trustees of each of the organization’s supported organization(s)?
If "No,” describe in Part VI how control or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons
that controlled or managed the supported organization(s) 1
Section D. All Type III Supporting Organizations
Yes No

1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the
organization’s tax year, (1) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior
tax year, (2) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (3} copies of
the organization’s governing documents In effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided?| 1

2 Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (1) appointed or elected by the supported
organization(s) or (11} serving on the governing body of a supported organization?
If "No," explain in Part VI how the organization maintained a close and continuous working relations hip with the 2
supported organization(s)

3 By reason of the relationship described in (2}, did the organization’s supported organizations have a significant
voice In the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s income or assets at
all times during the tax year?

If "Yes,"describe in Part VI the role the organization’s supported organizations played in this regard 3

Section E. Type III Functionally-Integrated Supporting Organizations
1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions)
a - The organization satisfied the Activities Test Complete line 2 below

b ~ The organization 1s the parent of each of its supported organizations Complete line 3 below

[ ~ The organization supported a governmental entity Describe in Part VI how you supported a government entity (see
instructions)

2 Activities Test Answer (a) and (b) below. Yes No

a Did substantially all of the organization’s activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of the
supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive?
If "Yes,"then in Part VI identify those supported organizations and explain how these activities directly
furthered their exempt puiposes, how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the
organization determined that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities 2a

b Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, one or more of
the organization’s supported organization(s) would have been engaged In?
If "Yes," explain in Part VI the reasons for the organization’s position that its supported organization(s) would have
engaged 1n these activities but for the organization’s involvement 2b

3 Parent of Supported Organizations Answer (a) and (b) below.

a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or trustees off

each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VI 3a
b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs and activities of each
of Its supported organizations? If "Yes,” describe 1n Part VI the role played by the organization in this regard 3b

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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m Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations

1 Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov 20,1970 See instructions. All other

Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E [
Section A - Adjusted Net Income (A) Prior Y ear (B)(Costrlf:;l;(ear
1 Net short-term capital gain 1
2 Recoveries of prior-year distributions 2
3 Other gross income (see Instructions) 3
4 Add lines 1 through 3 4
5 Depreciation and depletion 5
Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or collection of
6 gross Income or for management, conservation, or maintenance of property
held for production of Income (see instructions) 6
Other expenses (see Instructions})
Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5,6 and 7 from line 4)
Section B - Minimum Asset Amount (A) Prior Y ear (B)g:{f:;:ear
1 Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see
instructions for short tax year or assets held for part of year) 1
a Average monthly value of securities 1a
b Average monthly cash balances ib
[ Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets 1c
d Total (add lines 1a, 1b, and 1c) 1d
e Discount claimed for blockage or other factors
(explain in detail in Part VI)
Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt use assets 2
Subtract line 2 from line 1d
a Cash deemed held for exempt use Enter 1-1/2% ofline 3 (for greater
amount, see Instructions) 4
5 Net value of non-exempt-use assets {(subtract line 4 from line 3) 5
6 Multiply ine 5 by 035 6
7 Recoveries of prior-year distributions 7
8 Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6) 8
Section C - Distributable Amount Current Year
1 Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A) 1
2 Enter 85% ofline 1 2
3 Minimum asset amount for prior year {from Section B, line 8, Column A) 3
4 Enter greater of line 2 or line 3 4
5 Income tax imposed In prior year 5
6 Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to
emergency temporary reduction (see instructions) 6

7 Check here if the current year i1s the organization’'s first as a non-functionally-integrated Type III supporting organization {(see
instructions) [

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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m Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continued)

Section D - Distributions

Current Year

1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes

2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported organizations, In

excess of Income from activity

3 Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations

4 Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets

5 Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required)

6 Otherdistributions (describe in Part VI) See instructions

7 Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6

8 Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive (provide

detalls in Part VI) See instructions

9 Distributable amount for 2015 from Section C, line 6

10 Line 8 amount divided by Line 9 amount

Section E - Distribution Allocations (see
instructions)

(i)

Excess Distributions

(ii) (iii)
Underdistributions Distributable
Pre-2015 A mount for 2015

1 Distributable amount for 2015 from Section C, line
6

2 Underdistributions, if any, for years priorto 2015
(reasonable cause required--see instructions)

3 Excess distributions carryover, iIfany, to 2015

b

c

d From2013.

e From2014.

f Total of lines 3a through e

g Applied to underdistributions of prior years

h Applied to 2015 distributable amount

i Carryover from 2010 not applied (see
instructions)

j Remainder Subtractlines 3g, 3h, and 31 from 3f

4 Distributions for 2015 from Section D, line 7
$

a Applied to underdistributions of prior years

b Applied to 2015 distributable amount

¢ Remainder Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4

5 Remaining underdistributions for years prior to
2015, fany Subtractlines 3g and 4a from line 2
(if amount greater than zero, see instructions)

6 Remaining underdistributions for 2015 Subtract
lines 3h and 4b from line 1 (if amount greater than
zero, see Instructions)

7 Excess distributions carryover to 2016. Add lines
3jand 4c

8 Breakdown ofline 7

b

¢ Excess from 2013.

[~

From 2014.

e From2015.

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2015)
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m Supplemental Information.
Provide the explanations required by Part II, ine 10; Part II, ine 17a or 17b; Part III, ine 12; Part IV,
Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9¢, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2;
Part IV, Section C, line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a and 3b;
Part Vv, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5,
and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information. (See instructions).

Facts And Circumstances Test

Return Reference

Explanation

PART II,LINE 17A

While Southern Education Foundation, Inc ("Foundation") failled to meet the mechanical "one-third of
support” testin 2015, 1t clearly satisfied the alternative "facts and circumstances” test outlined In
section 1 170A-9(f)(3) of the Treasury Regulations Specifically, the two required factors are present
in this case 1 The organization must receive at least 10% ofits support in the form of public
support As noted in Schedule A to Form 990, 1n 2015 the Foundation received approximately

28 69% of its total support in the form of public support - an amount far in excess of the 10%
threshold 2 The organization must have an active "continuous and bona fide" fundraising program
designed to attract new and additional public support The Foundation carried on an active and
aggressive program of public solicitationin 2015 and raised over $6,600,000 from more than a dozen
different sources In addition, all of the "favorable factors" described in the tax regulations relevant to
non-membership organizations are present in this case 1 The higher the percentage of support
above 10%, the lesser the burden of the organization in establishing that 1t 1s publicly supported In
this case, the Foundation's public support percentage 1s substantially above 10% (The Foundation
nearly satisfied the mechanical "one-third" test ) 2 The organization receives support from a
representative number of persons rather than from members of a single family or from a limited base of
support Overthe years, the Foundation has attracted contributions from a large and varied number of
sources, Including dozens of the nation's most well-known and respected charities 3 The
composition of the organization's governing body I1s representative of broad public interests The
Foundation's Board of Directors has a diverse membership which includes foundation executives,
community leaders, and persons with special expertise in education Its governing body represents
the interests of the larger public rather than the personal or private interests of a imited number of
donors 4 The organization conducts programs and activities that are available to and that appeal to
the general public (The fact that a research or educational organization conducts scholarly studies
which are used by educators or the general public 1s evidence of public support ) The Foundation
conducts analyses of education iIssues, trends, and possibilities and disseminates the data in
accessible formats to the lay public and to policy makers Additionally, through its website,
conferences, and direct dissemination of its publications, the Foundation provides essential
information to the public about educational problems and solutions In sum, the facts and
circumstances in this case clearly demonstrate broad public support for, and interest and involvement
in, the Foundation's mission and programs Therefore, the Foundation continues to qualify as a
"publicly supported charity" described in sections 509(a){1)and 170 (b){(1)(A ){(vi) of the Internal
Revenue Code

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities OMB No 1345-0047
(Form 990 or For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527 2 O 1 5
990- EZ) »Complete if the organization is described below. PAttach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.

»Information about Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at Open to Public
Department of the www.irs.qgov /form990. Inspection
Treasury
Internal Revenue
Service

If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Cam paign Activities), then
o Section 501(c)(3) organizations Complete Parts I-A and B Do not complete Part |-C
e Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations Complete Parts I-A and C below Do not complete Part I-B
e Section 527 organizations Complete Part I-A only
If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then
o Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)) Complete Part I-F-A Do not complete Part I-B
o Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)) Complete Part IFB Do not complete Part II-A
If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Line 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 990-EZ, Part V,
line 35¢c (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions), then
e Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations Complete Part Il

Name of the organization
SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC

Employer identification number

13-5562388
m Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization.

1 Provide a description of the organization’s direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part IV

Political expenditures » $

3 volunteer hours

1@ ] Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3).

1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 » $
2 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955 » $
3 If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year? [ Yes [ No
4a Was a correction made? [~ Yes [ No

b If"Yes," describe in Part IV
[EIETd Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c)(3).

Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function activities #» $

2 Enter the amount of the filing organization's funds contributed to other organizations for section 527

exempt function activities » $
3 Total exempt function expenditures Add lines 1 and 2 Enter here and on Form 1120-POL, line 17b » $
4 Did the filing organization fileForm 1120-POL for this year? [ Yes [ No

Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of all section 527 political organizations to which the filing
organization made payments For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization’s funds Also enter the
amount of political contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a
separate segregated fund or a political action committee (PAC) If additional space 1s needed, provide information in Part IV

(a) Name

(b) Address

(¢) EIN

(d) Amount paid from
filing organization's
funds If none, enter -0-

(e) Amount of political
contributions received
and promptly and
directly delivered to a
separate political
organization If none,
enter -0-

6

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ.

Cat No 50084S Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election

Page 2

under section 501(h)).

A Check # [ ifthe filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiiated group member's name, address, EIN,
expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures)

B Check # [ ifthe filing organization checked box A and "limited control" provisions apply

- = . - {a) Filing (b) Affiliated
Limits on Lobbying Expenditures organization's | group totals
(The term "expenditures” means amounts paid or incurred.) totals
1a Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots
lobbying)
b Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying) 215,000
c Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1a and 1b) 215,000
d Other exempt purpose expenditures 2,802,491
e Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines 1c and 1d) 3,017,491
f Lobbying nontaxable amount Enter the amount from the following table in both columns 300,875
If the amount on line 1e, column (a) or (b) is: The lobbying nontaxable amount is:
Not over $500,000 20% of the amount on line 1e
Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000 $100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000
Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000 $175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000
Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000 $225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000
Over $17,000,000 $1,000,000
g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f) 75,219
h Subtract line 1g from line 1a Ifzero orless, enter -0-
i Subtract line 1f from line 1c If zero orless, enter -0-
j If there 1s an amount other than zero on either line 1h or line 11, did the organization file Form 4720
reporting section 4911 tax for this year?
[T Yes [v No
4-Year Averaging Period Under section 501(h)
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five
columns below. See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.)
Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period
Calendar year (orfiscal year (a)2012 (b)2013 (c)2014 (d)2015 (e) Total
beginning in})
2a Lobbying nontaxable amount 289,166 308,357 300,875 898,398
b Lobbying ceiling amount 1347 557
(150% ofline 2a, column(e)) T
c Total lobbying expenditures 10,468 265,608 215,000 491,076
d Grassroots nontaxable amount 72,292 77,089 75,219 224,600
e Grassroots celling amount
336,900
(150% of line 2d, column (e)) '
f Grassroots lobbying expenditures

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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-1a@iCl: B Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT

Page 3

filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)).

For each "Yes " response on lines 1athrough 11 below, provide in Part IV a detailed description of the lobbying
activity

1

TGO 0o 0N T o

2a

m Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section

During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or local
legislation, including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter or referendum,
through the use of

Volunteers?

Paid staff or management (include compensation in expenses reported on lines 1c through 11)?
Media advertisements?

Mailings to members, legislators, or the public?

Publications, or published or broadcast statements?

Grants to other organizations for lobbying purposes?

Direct contact with legislators, their staffs, government officials, or a legislative body?

Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, conventions, speeches, lectures, or any similar means?
Other activities?

Total Add lines 1c through 11

Did the activities in line 1 cause the organization to be not described in section 501(c){3)?
If"Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred under section 4912

If"Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred by organization managers under section 4912

If the filing organization incurred a section 4912 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year?

Yes

(a)

(b)

No

A mount

501(c)(6).

1
2
3

-1aiegd:] Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section

Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members?
Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less?
Did the organization agree to carry over lobbying and political expenditures from the prior year?

Yes

No

1

2

3

501(c)(6) and if either (a) BOTH Part III-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered "No" OR (b) Part III-A,

line 3, is answered “Yes."

5

Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members

Section 162 (e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures (do not include amounts of political
expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid).

Current year

Carryover from last year

Total

Aggregate amount reported in section 6033(e)(1)(A) notices of nondeductible section 162 (e) dues

If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the excess
does the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and
political expenditure next year?

Taxable amount of lobbying and political expenditures (see instructions)

1

2a

2b

2c

m Supplemental Information

Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1, PartI-B, ine 4, Part I-C, line 5, Part I1-A (affiliated group list}, Part [I-A, lines 1 and
2 (see Instructions), and Part 1I-B, line 1 Also, complete this part for any additional information

Return Reference Explanation

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990EZ) 2015
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SCHEDULE D

OMB No 1545-0047

Supplemental Financial Statements

(Form 990)
» Complete if the organization answered "Yes,”" on Form 990, 2 0 1 5

Department of the » Attach to Form 990. Open to Publi
Treasury Information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection

Internal Revenue Service

Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b.

Name of the organization Employer identification number

SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC

13-5562388

lm Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.

Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 6.

(a) Donor advised funds (b)Funds and other accounts

Total number at end of year

Aggregate value of contributions to (during
year)

Aggregate value of grants from (during year)

Aggregate value at end of year

Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors 1n writing that the assets held in donor advised
funds are the organization's property, subject to the organization's exclusive legal control? [~ Yes [T No

Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be
used only for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose
conferring impermissible private benefit? [ Yes [ No

m Conservation Easements. Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 7.

1

[~ T o T = S ]

Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply)

[~ Preservation of land for public use (e g, recreation or
education) [T Preservation of an historically important land area

[ Protection of natural habitat [T Preservation of a certified historic structure
[~ Preservation of open space

Complete ines 2a through 2d iIf the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation
easement on the last day of the tax year

Held at the End of the Year

Total number of conservation easements 2a
Total acreage restricted by conservation easements 2b
Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included in (a) 2c

Number of conservation easements included in {(c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a
historic structure listed in the National Register 2d

Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the

tax year »

Number of states where property subject to conservation easement Is located »

Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of
violations, and enforcement of the conservation easements i1t holds? [ Yes [ No

Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the
year

»

Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, Inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year
>3

Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)
(B)(1) and section 170(h)(4)}(B}(n)? [ Yes [ No

In Part XIII, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in Its revenue and expense statement, and
balance sheet, and include, If applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that describes
the organization’s accounting for conservation easements

m Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets.

Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8.

1a Ifthe organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report In Its revenue statement and balance sheet
works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research i1n furtherance of public
service, provide, In Part XIII, the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items
b Ifthe organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report In its revenue statement and balance sheet
works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research i1n furtherance of public
service, provide the following amounts relating to these items
(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 »s
(ii) Assets included in Form 990, Part X >3
2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide the
following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items
a Revenue Included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 »s
b Assets included in Form 990, Part X >3

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 52283D Schedule D (Form 990) 2015
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m Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets
(continued)

3 Using the organization’s acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its
collection items (check all that apply}

a [ Public exhibition d [T Loan or exchange programs

|_ Scholarly research e I_ Other

€ [ Preservation for future generations

4 Provide a description of the organization’s collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose In
Part XIII
5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures or other similar
assets to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection? [ Yes [ No
IEEYTEY Escrow and Custodial Arrangements.
Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or reported an amount on Form 990,
Part X, line 21.

1a Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not

included on Form 990, Part X? |_Yes I_No

b If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII and complete the following table Amount

c Beginning balance 1c

d Additions during the year id

e Distributions during the year le

f Ending balance 1f
2a Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account hability? |_Yes I_No

b If"Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII Check here if the explanation has been provided in Part XIII . . . . . . . . I:l
m Endowment Funds. Complete If the organization answered "Yes" to Form 990, Part IV, line 10.

(a)Current year (b)Prior year b (c)Two years back | {(d)Three years back | (e)Four years back

1a Beginning of year balance . R R . 17,152,895 17,115,479 18,495,972 19,667,080 20,044,936

b Contributions 6,688,023 1,335,600 496,000 575,000

c Netinvestment earnings, gains, and

losses -6,283 637 187,513
d Grants or scholarships 900,111 358,466 343,543 6,250
e Other expenditures for facilities

and programs 759,875 1,181,561 500,000
f Administrative expenses . . . . 180,480 351,389 1,739,858 65,369
g Endofyearbalance 22,934,524 17,152,895 17,115,479 18,495,572 19,667,080

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as
a Board designated or quasi-endowment » 34 880 %
b Permanent endowment » 1360 %

€  Temporarily restricted endowment » 63760 %
The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%

3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the

organization by Yes | No

(i) unrelated organizations . . . . . . . . o 4w .. 3a(i) No

(i) related organizations . . . . . . . . e 0w 3a(ii) No
b If"Yes" on 3a(n), are the related organizations listed as required on ScheduleR?> . . . . . . . . . 3b

4 Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds

XXX Land, Buildings, and Equipment.
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' to Form 990, Part IV, ine 11a.See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of property (a) (b) Accumulated (d)Book value
Cost or other basis | Cost or other basis (c)depreciation
(Investment) (other)
1a Land
b Builldings . . . . . . . . . . . ... 1,293,200 1,069,662 223,538
¢ Leasehold improvements
d Equipment . . . . . . . . . ... 91,112 91,112
e Other . . . v v « v w e 73,574 73,574
Total. Add lines 1a through 1e (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), ine 10(c)) . . . . . . . P 223,538

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015
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m Investments—Other Securities. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b.
See Form 990, Part X, line 12.

(a) Description of security or category (b)Book value (c)Method of valuation
(including name of security) Cost or end-of-year market value
(1)Financial derivatives
(2)Closely-held equity Interests
(3)Other
Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) line 12 ) >
Investments—Program Related.
Ll ]
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part 1V, line 11C.gee Form 990, Part X, line 13.
(a) Description of Investment (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation
Cost or end-of-year market value
Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) hine 13 ) >

Other Assets. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11d See Form 990, Part X, line 15
(a) Description (b) Book value

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Pairt X, col (B) line 15 ) PR . P »

Other Liabilities. Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f,
See Form 990, Part X, line 25.

1. (a) Description of liability (b) Book value
Federal Income taxes 0
Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col (B) hine 25) > 0

2. Liability for uncertain tax positions In Part XIII, provide the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that reports the
organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740) Check here If the text of the footnote has been provided in Part
XIII [¢

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015
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m Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.
Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements 1 6,210,121
Amounts Iincluded on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12
a Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 2a -1,080,293
b Donated services and use of facilities 2b
c Recoveries of prior year grants 2c
d Other (Describe in Part XIII )
e e e e e 2d
e Add lines 2a through 2d 2e -1,080,293
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 3 7,290,414
Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but noton line 1
Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, ine 7b 4a 79,610
Other (Describe in Part XIII ) 4b
C Add lines 4a and 4b 4c 79,610
5 Total revenue Add lines 3 and 4c.(This must equal Form 990, PartI,line 12 ) . 5 7,370,024
m Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements W|th Expenses per Return.
Complete If the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, ine 12a.
Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements 1 3,017,491
2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25
a Donated services and use of facilities 2a
b Prior year adjustments 2b
c Other losses 2c
d Other (Describe in Part XIII ) 2d
e Add lines 2a through 2d 2e
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 3 3,017,491
Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:
Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, ine 7b 4a 79,610
Other (Describe in Part XIII ) 4b
C Add lines 4a and 4b 4c 79,610
5 Total expenses Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, PartI, line 18} 5 3,097,101

IIZIEE5::] supplemental Information

Provide the descriptions required for Part II, lines 3,5, and 9, Part III, lines 1a and 4, Part IV,

lines 1b and 2b,

Part vV, line 4, Part X, line 2, Part XI, ines 2d and 4b, and Part XII, ines 2d and 4b Also complete this part to provide any additional
information

Return Reference Explanation

INTENDED USES OF THE
ORGANIZATION'S ENDOWMENT
FUNDS

ENDOWMENT FUNDS ARE USED TO SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION'S VARIOUS RESEARCH,
ANALYSIS, ADVOCACY, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015
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Supplemental Information (continued)

Return Reference Explanation
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Schedule I . . . OMB No 1545-0047
(,Sofmug‘;o) Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations,

Governments and Individuals in the United States 20 1 5

Complete if the organization answered "Yes,” on Form 990, Part 1V, line 21 or 22.

Department of the P Attach to Form 990. Open to P_“b"C
Treasury P Information about Schedule I (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov /form990. Inspection
Internal Revenue Service

Name of the organization Employer identification number

SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC
13-5562388

m General Information on Grants and Assistance

1 Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of the grants or assistance, the grantees‘ eligibility for the grants or assistance, and
the selection criteria used to award the grants or assistance? . . . P [ Yes [~ No
2 Describe in Part IV the organization's procedures for monitoring the use ofgrant funds n the Unlted States

m Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domestic Governments. Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 21, for any recipient
that received more than $5,000 PartII can be duplicated if additional space Is needed

(a) Name and address of (b) EIN (c) IRC section (d) Amount of cash | (e) Amount of non- (f) Method of (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant
organization If applicable grant cash valuation non-cash assistance | orassistance
or government assistance (book, FMV,
appraisal,
other)

See Additional Data Table

2 Enter total number of section 501(c)(3) and government organizations listedinthehine i table. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P 5

3 Enter total number of other organizations listed inthe ineltable. . . . . . . . . . . .+ .+« .+ + « « o i a0 e P 1

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 50055P Schedule I (Form 990) 2015
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Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Individuals. Complete If the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 22

Page 2
Part III can be duplicated iIf additional space 1s needed
(a)Type of grant or assistance (b)Number of (c)A mount of (d)Amount of (e)Method of valuation (book, (f)Description of non-cash assistance
reciplents cash grant non-cash assistance FMV, appraisal, other)

m Supplemental Information. Provide the information required in Part I, ine 2, Part III, column (b), and any other additional information.
Return Reference

Explanation

PROCEDURES FOR

The organization requires an annual report detailing the outcome of the project funded and an accounting for the monies received
MONITORING THE USE OF
GRANT FUNDS

Schedule I (Form 990) 2015



Additional Data

Software ID:
Software Version:
EIN:

Name:

13-5562388

SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC

Form 990,Schedule I, Part II, Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domestic Governments.

(a) Name and address of
organization
or government

(b) EIN

(c) IRC section
If applicable

(d) Amount of cash
grant

(e) Amount of non-
cash
assistance

(f) Method of valuation
(book, FMV, appraisal,
other)

(g) Description of
non-cash assistance

(h) Purpose of grant
or assistance

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATIORS

1615 DUKE STREET
ALEXANDRIA,VA 22314

46-4483186

501(C)(3)

30,000

[TEACHING GRANT

BETTER SCHOOLS BETTER
JOBS

2 OLD RIVER PLACE SUITE
B

JACKSON,MS 39202

23-7089143

501(c)(4)

480,000

POLITICAL GRANT

CLAFLIN UNIVERSITY
400 MAGNOLIA ST
ORANGEBURG,SC 29115

20-5806345

501(c)(3)

50,000

TEACHING GRANT




Form 990,Schedule I, Part II, Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domestic Governments.

(a) Name and address of
organization
or government

(b) EIN

(c) IRC section
If applicable

(d) Amount of cash
grant

(e) Amount of non-
cash
assistance

(f) Method of valuation
(book, FMV, appraisal,
other)

(g) Description of
non-cash assistance

(h) Purpose of grant
or assistance

COLLABORATIVE FOR

TEACHING & LEARNING
2303 RIVERROAD 100
LOUISVILLE,KY 40206

45-2255077

501(C)(3)

14,000

TEACHING GRANT

MORGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION
1700 EAST COLD SPRING
LANE

TRUTH HALL RM 201
BALTIMORE,MD 21251

57-0314374

501(C)(3)

50,000

[TEACHING GRANT

NEWVENTURE FUND
1201 CONNECTICUT AVE
NW STE 300
WASHINGTON,DC 20036

58-0593442

501(C)(3)

25,000

TEACHING GRANT
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Schedule ]
(Form 990)

Department of the
Treasury

Internal Revenue Service

Compensation Information OMB No 1545-0047

For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest

Compensated Employees
» Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part 1V, line 23.

» Attach to Form 990.

» Information about Schedule J (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.qgov /form990. Open to Public
Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number
SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC
13-5562388
m Questions Regarding Compensation
Yes | No
1a Check the appropiate box(es) If the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed on Form
990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a Complete Part III to provide any relevant information regarding these items
[T First-class or charter travel [T Housing allowance or residence for personal use
[T Travel for companions [ Payments for business use of personal residence | | |
[T Tax idemnification and gross-up payments [T Health or social club dues or initiation fees | | |
[T Discretionary spending account [T Personal services (e g, maid, chauffeur, chef) | | |
b Ifany ofthe boxes inline 1a are checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or
reimbursement or provision of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part III to explain 1ib
2 Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all
directors, trustees, officers, including the CEO /Executive Director, regarding the items checked in line 13? 2
3 Indicate which, If any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the
organization's CEO/Executive Director Check all that apply Do not check any boxes for methods
used by a related organization to establish compensation of the CEO/Executive Director, but explain in Part II1
[v cCompensation committee [ wntten employment contract
[T 1Independent compensation consultant [ Compensation survey or study | | |
[ Form 990 of other organizations [V Approval by the board or compensation committee | | |
4 During the year, did any person listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a with respect to the filing organization
or a related organization
a Recelve a severance payment or change-of-control payment? 4a No
Participate I1n, or receive payment from, a supplemental nonqualified retirement plan? 4b No
¢ Participate Iin, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? 4c No
If"Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part III
Only 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations must complete lines 5-9.
5 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any
compensation contingent on the revenues of
a The organization? 5a No
Any related organization? 5b No
If"Yes," online 5a or 5b, describe In Part ITI
6 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any
compensation contingent on the net earnings of
The organization? 6a No
Any related organization? 6b No
If"Yes," online 6a or 6b, describe in Part IT1
7 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any non-fixed
payments not described inlines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe in Part II1 7 | Yes
8 Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VII, paid or accured pursuant to a contract that was
subject to the initial contract exception described in Regulations section 53 4958-4(a)(3)? If "Yes," describe
in Part ITL 8 No
9 If"Yes" on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in Regulations
section 53 4958-6(c)? 9

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat No 500537 Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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Page 2

Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. Use duplicate copies If additional space I1s needed.

For each individual whose compensation must be reported on Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row {1} and from related organizations, described I1n the
instructions, on row (11) Do not list any individuals that are not listed on Form 990, Part VII
Note. The sum of columns (B)(1)-(1n) for each listed individual must equal the total amount of Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, applicable column (D) and (E}) amounts for that individual

(A) Name and Title

(B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation

(C) Retirement and
other deferred

(D) Nontaxable
benefits

(E) Total of columns

(B)(1)-(D)

(F) Compensation in
column(B) reported

(i) ()
(1) com B:r?:atlon Bonus & Incentive Other reportable compensation as deferred on prior
P compensation compensation Form 990
\]/-ICSETE:EE;\‘DE“TS i) 151,646 22,200 15,194 189,040
e B Rl B B T el TR T B R R R
(ii) 0
(Z:Fg?cc:)goD JOHNSON i) 144,000 20,000 21,600 8,605 194,205
e B el R B Tl TR R e B R R
(ii) 0
3 DR CYRIL K MCGUIRECEO M 277,000 12,000 39,750 13,692 342,442
e B Rl B B T el LR E i B R R
(ii) 0
4 TOMEKA HART . 154,458 5 508 150 966
VICE PRESIDENT S 8 N A I R R R
0
(ii) 0

Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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m Supplemental Information

Provide the information, explanation, or descriptions required for Part1, lines 1a,1b, 3,4a, 4b, 4c, 5a,5b, 6a,6b,7,and 8, and for Part Il Also complete this part for any additional information

| Return Reference | Explanation

PART II COLUMN (B)(II) |BONUSES WERE BASED ON PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS

Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ
(Form 990 or

990-EZ)

Treasury

OMB No 1545-0047

Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 2 0 I 5

Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information.

» Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ. Open to Public
Department of the » Information about Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at Inspection
www.irs.gov/form990.

Internal Revenue

Service

Name of the organization Employer identification number

SOUTHERN EDUCATION FOUNDATION INC

13-5562388

Return Explanation
Reference
PART Ill, CONTINUED FROM FORM 990, PART lll, LINE 4A Promoting Early Learning Opportunities Decades of studying the link betw een
LINE4A (1) | poverty and education have confirmed for SEF, high quality early childhood programs may be the single best investment for

getting young children, especially the new majority of low income students in the South, to be school-ready and succeed Early
childhood education leaders are under tremendous pressure to show they are making the most of public monies and putting
funds tow ard high quality centers w ith proven strategies for increasing student outcomes States have In response implemented
higher credentialing standards for their w orkforce, instituted systems for evaluating and ranking center quality in both public and
for-profit spaces, and developed systems for creating state curriculum standards In some states this takes the form of voluntary
and/or mandated center participation in Quality Rated Improvements Systems to receive public funds And in even more advanced
states, kindergarten entry assessments have been instituted to better inform these accountability efforts as w ell as make
adjustments to K-12 curriculum Our Strategy 1 Providing research, technical assistance and tools uncovering early education
trends, impact, and best practices in financing and aligning early education systems (birth-to-eight) stakeholders can use for
informing policymaking decisions, 2 Creating opportunity for cross-state collaboration sharing information related to strategies
for equitably raising the quality of early learning systems w ithout low ering access, and 3 Bullding community aw areness and
support bringing new partners to the table and ensuring current stakeholders and allles are w orking more strategically together
Goal Increase access to high-quality early learning opportunities for all students 2015 Activities and Outcomes 1 Convened

w ith the Annie E Caseys Grade Level Reading Campaign, forty early childhood education experts from five Southern states
(Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina) to discuss barriers and opportunities for developing a regional
strategy to expand early learning opportunity for children ages birth-to-eight, and 2 Participated on the Georgia Department of
Early Care and Learning Family Engagement State Task Force and on South Carolinas Early Childhood Education Policy Task
Force The focus of both efforts w as to think long-term about how to expand access to high quality early education programming
for the most vulnerable populations in our region Advancing Public Education The Advancing Public Educations program area
strives to advance equity and excellence in public education for the most marginalized students in our country Now here is the
need for effective and equitable public education more critical than in the American South In this region, w here low income
students and students of color are the new majority and w here immigration patterns present new challenges and opportunities,
the rony Is that disinvestment in public education and a push to privatize education threaten the assimiation of these new
citizens and the full participation of this new majority in the regions civic and economic affars Our Strategy 1 Informing and
supporting public education campaigns across the South, to help engage, connect, and align diverse coaltions w ithin and across
states to employ multi-strategy approaches to advance public education, 2 Regionalizing efforts through policy research and
communications efforts, to help marshal evidence about w hat w orks In the region and strengthen the public education narrative,
and 3 Advancing new designs for teaching and learning, so as to create environments w here defensive battles can become
offensive ones that shift from simply protecting public education to re-envisioning public education systems that support all
children Goal Improve understanding of and constituency for high-quality public schools in the South The w ork to defend public
education 1s ongoing and w e have seen some positive trends in holding the line across the region But this is long term w ork that
depends, among other things, on bullding and supporting coalitions that alter the pow er dynamics shaping public policy across
the region SEF uses the term advancing public education deliberately because our goal 1s to not only defend but to surface and
promote evidence-based recommendations for improving learning outcomes for children and youth We know its important that
policymakers see examples of policies and practices that are w orking It 1s even more important that such examples have been
informed and are supported by our partners w ithin the region Out of all our strategies in 2015 in advancing public education,

w hat probably stood out as most successful was our w ork in surfacing and promoting evidence-based recommendations w ith
key Southern partners on the ground We produced an update in our New Diverse Majority series, w hich since 2007 has outlined
demographic shifts of our public school students in the region and the implications of those shifts on our public schools Our first
report in the series found that low income students in the Souths public schools had become a majority, and in 2010, found that
low Income students and students of color made up a majority of the Souths public schools While these reports put statistics
behind the assumption that the South 1s poorer than the rest of the country, we w arned that the South 1s w hat the nation 1s
becoming In 2015, our update found that the nations public school students w ere now a majority low income This report
produced much media attention and helped to foster dialogue across the country about w hat this new majority means for our
public schools w hether they are equipped to serve these students, and w hat do w e need to do to ensure that they are? Staff
presented this report for a range of audiences across the region and the country throughout the year, taking the opportunity to
raise up these questions We released an infographic video about this new majority, and how the diversion of public money for
private schools in the region undermines efforts to resource public schools to serve all students w ell, w ith more than 15
organizations signed on to and w ith nearly 3000 view s since its release The video has been used by groups both in-and-out of
the state to push back against voucher or tax credit scholarship proposals In late 2015, w e also w orked w ith the Annenberg
Institute for Public School Reform and our partners on the ground in Georgia on the development of a report, Investing in What
Works, providing a framew ork of a vision for strong public schools in the state The report outlines models from Kentucky,
Cincinnati, and fromw ithin Georgia, too This report w as released at a press conference attended by community partners and

w as endorsed by the AASA national superintendent of the year, Dr Philip Lanoue from Clarke County Public Schools, among
others




Return Explanation
Reference
PART IIl, Other Key Activities and Outcomes of the year 1 As members of the Education Justice Netw ork (EJN) w e w orked to highlight
LINE4A (2) | specific Southern issues that should impact national efforts, such as the momentum behind community schools We interview ed

key experts In the education justice movement to address outstanding questions about w hat may be missing from the community
schools model, metrics to define and measure community schools, and particular Southern questions about how the community
schools movement interacts w ith the re-segregation of public schools and the continued fight to integrate 2 We organized w ith
the Alliance to Reclaim Our Schools (AROS) netw orks and the Freedom Side (a collective of young leaders of color across the
country inspired by the 1964 Freedom Summer) a learning session to dive deeply into the historical moment of Mississippl Young
leaders, labor and community advocates from across the country came together to learn about the history of social justice w ork
from Courtland Cox, SNCC veteran, Jeanne Middleton-Hairston, historian Derrick Johnson, current MS NAACP president, and
others and how this history has informed the w ork today Critical to the w ork then, just as now, w as the ability to build broad,
interracial, intergenerational coalitions and movements Lifting up the lessons learned from these conversations to a national level
has also been part of our work 3 In Mississippl, SEF supported the efforts of the Better Schools Better Jobs Campaign to make
fully funded education a realty for all of the states students SEFs primary role w as conducting a series of interview s w ith
stakeholders in Mississippi throughout the year to draw out lessons learned from building such coalitions in support of public
education, w hich w e are shared w ith our partners across the region and country We also ensured the ballot campaign w as
discussed at key national public education and philanthropy conferences 4 In Georgia and North Carolina, w e supported state-
level, cross-sector coalition building efforts focused on school cimate and the effects of punitive disciplinary measures,
particularly on students of color In Georgia, the coaltion w e are engaged In held an equity summit of state agency and district
leadership, along w ith parents and advocates, to address race and implicit bias in schools In North Carolina, SEF supported
advocates In organizing a convening to develop a collective agenda around improving school discipline data collection,
publication, and policy reform 5 SEF supported the development of a regional deans w ork group w ith the Counclil for the
Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) to discuss how to prepare new teachers in promoting positive school clmates for
all students We also convened deans from the largest teacher preparation programs in Georgia w ith the Georgia Department of
Education and other lead agencies to discuss trends in school discipline and how higher education mght improve 6 We hosted a
w ebinar with the Z Smith Reynolds Foundation on their 2015 statew ide survey of voters perceptions of public education The
results show that North Carolina voters strongly value therr local public schools, support greater investments in overall funding,
and w ant more investment in teachers The most recent survey show s great concern that state education policy and funding are
undermining the public's desire to ensure that each child 1s challenged to grow and i1s prepared for success In college, career
and Iife While this poll w as exclusively of NC voters, w e think the results are certainly relevant for our regional and national
partners, and w e made Its findings available to our netw ork 7 SEF, along w ith the Coaltion for Community Schools, NEA, the
Center for Popular Democracy, and community partners, took a trip to Kentucky to see first-hand theirr community schools model
We then hosted a w ebinar to share our learnings, and invited panelists from Kentucky that included policy advocates to school-
based coordinators of these Centers The w ebinar attracted over 200 registrants, including advocates, practitioners, and state
policymakers, and has resulted in some Southern groups requesting to w ork more closely on the Kentucky model 8 We w orked
w ith several national netw orks to Iift up the Souths challenges as w ell as attract more resources to the region These netw orks
included the Education Justice Netw ork, the Alliance to Reclam Our Schools, and the Partners for Each and Every Child
(designed to advance the recommendations of the 2013 Equity and Excellence Commission) 9 Finally, in terms of our national
partners, w e worked w ith Partners for Each and Every Child (PEEC) to invest some of therr initial efforts in tw o Southern states,
Georgia and Mssissippl, particularly around the educator equity plans that SEAs w ere required to submit to the US Department of
Education in 2015 These educator equity plan efforts helped to get additional stakeholder voices reflected in each of the plans in
the tw o states Improving College Access and Completion The economic and social returns for a post-secondary credential are
indisputable SEFs higher education efforts are designed to address a range of i1ssues that influence student success and
degree attainment among low -income and minority students With a focus on the post-secondary institutions most likely to serve
these students, SEF takes up critical iIssues know n to influence therr participation and completion in higher education Our
Strategy 1 Examining and report on policies that impact participation, retention, and degree completion, 2 Establishing
demonstration projects that serve as laboratories for testing innovative practices that hold the promise of increasing degree
completion, 3 Convening institutional leaders and university trustees to share evidence-based practices that increase institutional
effectiveness, and 4 Providing technical assistance and capacity bullding to institutions to enhance program effectiveness and
student learning outcomes Goal Identify, test, and advance policies and practices that increase student success in higher
education In 2015, as In years before, SEFs Improving College Access and Completion program area focused on implementing
programs designed to assist Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and other Minority Serving Institutions (MSls) in
improving institutional effectiveness and student success Much of our activity concentrated on w orking w ith institutions through
the MSI Consortium for Innovation and Change designed to highlight and support state-of-the-art initiatives that promise to improve
institutional practices and outcomes for students Through the Consortium, SEF ams to promote innovative and effective
practices by testing existing programs, performng campus demonstrations, and assessing the effectiveness of promising
academic interventions 2015 Activities and Outcomes 1 Engaged a group of 13 Historically Black Colleges and Universities in a
study of institutional effectiveness The purpose of the study w as to identify the issues related to capacity and institutional
practice that contribute to overall campus effectiveness and to understand w hat, and how an initiative could support
effectiveness of the group of HBCUs receiving direct support fromthe Andrew W Mellon Foundation 2 Released the research
brief, Bullding your Assessment Toolkit, focused on strengthening assessment of student learning 3 Engaged five Minority-
Serving Institutions to test the efficacy of developmental education interventions as part of the MSI Consortium for Innovation and
Change Southern Education Leadership Inttiative The Southern Education Leadership Intiative w as developed 12 years ago to
mark the 50th anniversary of the United States Supreme Court decision in Brow n v Board of Education, the decision that broke
the spine of legalized segregation in public education The belief w as there remains w ork to be done In fulfiling the promise of
Brow n and in ensuring that all children, irrespective of race, class, gender and national origin, receive an excellent education
Since 2004, SEF has provided approximately 185 students this leadership development opportunity to w ork on education equity
issues throughout the South Through SEL|, talented and diverse young leaders have conducted important research, policy
analysis, advocacy, and organizing efforts for nearly 85 Southern nonprofits and foundations In terms of SEFs programmatic
efforts, SELI s one of the longest-standing initiatives in the Foundations recent history, and is not just mportant to the students
and organizations partnering on this effort, but informs all of SEFs programmatic efforts
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PART Ill, Goal Empow er the next generation of innovators, thinkers and leaders to become more effective change agents in education In
LINE4A (3) | 2015, SEF provided a diverse group of eight outstanding undergraduate and graduate level students fellow ships across the

region The SELI summer began in late May w ith a three-day Orientation held in Atlanta, Georgia w here fellow s engaged and
dialogued w ith outstanding sector leadership through panels and small w ork group activites Fellow s examined regional
education policy trends from pk-16, the history of public education finance in the American South, and explored various
strategies for mproving public education policy and practice They then w orked full-time for eight w eeks at therr placement sites
under the supervision of leading activists Fellow s researched w ays to incorporate mental health services and w rap arounds
supports Into public schools In Georgia, contributed to research studies and publications focused on improving developmental
education opportunities at minority serving institutions, examined school finance and financial aid trends in Georgia, assessed the
impact of law s passed during Texas legislative session on Latino and English as a Second Language students, conducted
intensive training, research, organizing, communications and analysis for mentoring programs w ithin Miami, Florida juvenile
detentions centers, developed research on poverty and community schools across the Southern region, supported cross-sector
coalitions to address South Carolinas school-to-prison pipeline, developed communications tools and resources to support
advocates and organizers across the South w orking on education justice issues, and developed strategic plans for improving
early childhood education access and equity w ith community groups in rural Arkansas At the end of the summer, the fellow s

w ere brought back to a Closing Meeting in Atlanta w here they formally presented on w hat they had been w orking on, and the
lessons they learned from this experience The focus of the meeting w as to hear about the projects they w orked on over the
summer, but also provide a space for fellow s to think about how they can carry on this mantle of making change in education in
therr ow n communities and states Students w ere assigned to panels based on the kinds of projects they w orked on over the
summer and asked to develop therr session as a w ay of encouraging them to better understand each others projects and
organizations As w ith the Orientation, ample time w as provided for students to w ork in small groups and map out individually
therr thoughts on achieving education equity for all children and youth in the region We also provide time to view inspiring films
and visited museums and historical landmarks in Atlanta that included the National Center for Civil and Human Rights and
Ebenezer Baptist Church 2015 Activities and Outcomes 1 Celebrated the 11 year anniversary of SELI 2 Provided paid summer
fellow ships to 8 upper-level undergraduates and graduate level students, w ho w orked on a range of education equity Issues
across 6 southern states 3 Provided intensive pre- and post- internship trainings 4 Secured funding for SELI to continue in
2016 and 2017 Clearly, the Southern Education Foundation through these numerous efforts, has endeavored to carry out a w ork
plan demonstrably in the public interest
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PART VI, LINE | The 990 1s review ed by the Finance, Audit, and Administration Committee, the CEO and the CFO After all questions and
1A concerns are addressed a copy of the 990 is presented to each Board member and the 990 I1s then filed
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PART VI, Annually, each Trustee and SEF staff member execute a disclosure form identifying any relationships, positions or
LINE12C circumstances in w hich he/she 1s involved that could contribute to a real or percewved conflict of interest Any information

regarding business interest of a Trustee I1s treated as confidential and 1s generally made available to the Charr, the President, and
any committee appointed to address conflicts of interest, except to the extent additional disclosure I1s necessary In connection

w ith the implementation of this policy Trustees do not vote on any matter in w hich they believe there is duality of interest and
may, If asked, be called upon to share w ith fellow Trustees such information related to the duality of interest as may be
necessary and appropriate The minutes of Board meetings w ill show that the Trustee having a duality of interest disclosed
same and abstained from voting on related matters A copy of this policy Is furnished to each person who 1s or becomes a
member of the Board of Trustees or staff Each such person is required to review a copy of this policy and acknow ledge in

w riting that he or she has done so
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PART VI, IN ORDER TO DETERMINE STAFF COMPENSATION LEVELS FOR ITS SMALL STAFF AND CONSERVATIVE MODEST RESOURCES,
LINE 15 SEF CONSULTS SOURCES SUCH AS THE ANNUAL COMPENSATION SURVEY PUBLISHED BY THE COUNCIL ON FOUNDATIONS,

REPORTS IN THE CHRONICLE OF PHILANTHROPY, AND THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION, RATHER THAN HIRING
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANTS TO CONDUCT DETAILED COMPENSATION SURVEY S AND AUDITS SEF BOARD MEMBERS AND
STAFF, AS APPROPRIATE, ALSO CONSULT WITH PEER ORGANIZATIONS TO ASCERTAIN APPROPRIATE COMPENSATION
RANGES FOR STAFF MANY SEF BOARD MEMBERS SERVE, AS WELL, ON OTHER NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONAL BOARDS
AND BRING THAT KNOWLEDGE AND PERSPECTIVE TO BEAR IN SETTING COMPENSATION FOR SEF STAFF SEF'S FINANCE,
AUDIT AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REVIEWS COMPENSATION AS PART OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET-SETTING CYCLEAND
DETERMINES COMPENSATION OF THE PRESIDENT BASED UPON AN ANNUAL APPRAISAL OF PERFORMANCE THAT
APPRAISAL CONSIDERS ALL ASPECTS OF THE PRESIDENT'S WORK INCLUDING FUNDRAISING, MANAGEMENT, PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION, GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNICATIONS SEF'S PRESIDENT APPRAISES THE
PERFORMANCE OF OTHER SUBORDINATE SEF STAFF ANNUALLY ALL SEF STAFF ARE PART OF A MERIT PAY PROGRAMIN
WHICH THERE ARE NO AUTOMATIC OR COST OF LIVING INCREASES
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PART VI, LINE | All SEF public documents are available upon request Once a request is received the documents can be sent etther
19 electronically or through the US postal system The 2015 CPA audt, conflict of interest policy and w histleblow er policy can

also be found on the SEF w eb site in the "Public Documents Listing"




