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Fact Sheet
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Our Mission Statement
Explorcr Preschool is 2 parent pasticipation preschool where children, at an individual pace, can
leamn and develop through play and parents can learn and grow in their abilities to be child educators
at homse, at schoo), aad in their communiry.

Our Philosophy

Explorer Preschool is 2 play-based, developmentally designed program which provides 2 leaming
environment for both parents and childrea. The children's program is based on the growing
knowledge of child development and appropdate practices. Materials and methods sze rescarch-
based and children arc given cholees of activitics which ace supezvised by the eacher and parents in
the classroom. Parents receive instruction from the staff and other resources to increase their
knowledge and skdlls related o the child.

Our Teachers

Explorer is commirted to-quality education which is evidenced by its highly educated smff.
Konne Ainsworth is Exploret’s Dircctor and has been on swff since 1976. She holds a bachelor’s
degrec in Child Development and s mager’s degree in Eady Childhood Education. She is a
credentialed Californis elementaty school tescher and credentialed to teach eady childhood
education to adults at communlry college. Konne teaches the 4-day and Tuesday/Thursday class,

Annic Castle Deckert joined the Explarer staff in 1995. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementacy
Education, 2 master’s degree in Educational Psychology, and on Adult Edncation credential Annie
guides the Together Time and 2s classes.

Jackie Kite came aboard the Explores veam in 1997. She obtained her teaching credential in Vitual
Arus, English and Education in England, and also has an Adult Education credendal. She bring: &
wealth of experience through hex travels and teaching in Geeece and Italy. Jackic teaches the
Monday/Wednesday/Friday class, Friday 55, co-teaches Tucsday/Thursdsy and assists in the
Together Time classes,

Explorer Parent Partitipation Preschool
2700 6ooksin Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125
(408) 723-0757
www.explorerpreschool.org
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is Explorer Preschaol licensed and accredited?

Explorer Preschool is licensed by the Califomia Department of Social Scrvices a3 a dayeare facility
and is acereditad a3 @ preschool by the National Assodlaton for the Education of Young Children.
In addidon, the school is 2 member of the Califomia Councdt of Pacent Participatdon Preschools,
Explorer is presendy fally enrolled with 100 children, Since its inception, approximately 3000
children from abour 1509 familics have atvended Explorer Peescheol.

What is Parent Participation?

A paxent participating preschool is 2 family enterprisc. Ramilies join together and diaw on each
other's talents and resources to provide a sound educational environment fos their childeen. The
director and teachers provida lesdership and guidance s parents assume the responsikility for
implementing the program.

The advantages of the parent pardcipation system of cducsdon are numerous. Studies show that
children whose pareats are involved in their education and leaming are morc suceeseful in school.
Sharing in your child's preschoo] program provides you with a unique opportunity to see him in o
group sinmton and participate (a 2 program designed for that specific age group.

What are Parent Education Classes (PEC)?

The parent cducadon progem is a necessary camposent of Explorer which gives parents an
opportunity to leam newr skills from experts in the field of child cducadon. Research shows adult
and advlt-child learaing builds stconger and healthicr families.

There are two PECs a month. The daytime PEC is led by the class instructor. It is held during class
ume and focuses on age-related topies and concems specific to each cluys. The evening PEC gathers
the entire school of parents together and features worzkshops or invited speakers. These class
meetngs and seminars copurdbure to s parent's knowledge of cardy childhood development and
trends in education.

Is Explorer Preschool associated with a particular religious organization?
Explorer is not affiliated with any feligious organizaton, and accepts childven without regacd to
rcligion. Parents are often invited to talk to the children about popular holidays celebmred in theix

teligion or culrure. Though Explorer currently keases space from Lincoln Glen Church, the school
has no specific religious affiliadon with the church.

gxplorar Parent Participation Preschoo)
2700 Booksin Avenue, San lose, CA §5125
(a08) 7230757
www.explorerpreschool.org
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What is the Curriculum?

What the preschocl is teaching may not be evident 10 the casual observer, but your child is leamning
and growing in a very rcal way. Play is important business.

Thete aze cight separate classes at Explorex for children ages 14 months to 5+. All the classes adheze
to Explorer’s developmental philosophy, which holds that children are best prepared for K-12
education when they have developed sclf-coniidence, surong intexpersons] skills, and the ability vo
pay awenton to teachers and to focus on a task. These skills are gained through a combination of
free play with pcars and stractured activides in art, sciences, music, cooking, dramatc play, gross
motor activities and manipulutive toys.

The classes emphasize the development of verbal and focusing sldlls through dircle tme aad group
reading, as well a5 interpersonat skills through actively suparvised, coopexative play. The kids also
engage in additional age-appropriate actvities.

The 4-Day clase is s unique class and is held ar nearby Vasona Park during the fall and spring
months. Vasona ¢lasses cmphasize 8 science curdiculum including hildng, ficld tdps, expenmenty,
creck exploration and the. study of local 2nimals and insects. Teachervassisted journal writing
MOUVRIES an interest in repdiog and the alphaber,

What Is the “Qutdoor Classroom?”

In 2004, Explorer familics, veachers, and alumni realized & dream to cxcate 2n outdoor educadonal
environment that stmulates the students’ senscs and provides endless oppormnites 1o explort and
leamn. The outdoor classroom is a space filled with more than 30 diffcrent types of plants which add
texrure, color, smell, and taste to the chssroom.

There are winding pathwys, wates and sand areas, two dimbing structurcs and a foll-scale play
housc. Students continuslly find new ways to interpret this space every day like the onc student who
learned a “new way” to wark the tire swing oz another student who sees the climbing structure as
her very own pirate ship. The structures are kept simple to foster imagination and the many play
azcas build cooperation and shadng. Water play areay, sand play snd the dicycle trajl helps build fine
and large motor skdlls. The entire outdoor clatsroom eacoureges explorationt

Exdlarer Parent Participation Preschoo!
2700 Booksin Avenue, San Jose, CA 95128
(408) 7230757
www.explorerpreschool.org
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